AUCA LAW DEPARTMENT

Departmental Development Plan
For 2008-2009 Academic Y ear

This Department Development Plan has been prepagszh the request of AFP CAM for
continuing support by AFP of the American UniversiCentral Asia’s Law Department.

Mission statement

The mission of the AUCA Law Department is to edaca¢w generation of lawyers through a
program with a focus on independent, analyticainieg and practical skills within a liberal arts
framework for them to play a role in transformatioh society to rule of law and market

economy in Central Asia.

Goals of the Law Department:

1. Review and improve the Curriculum;
2. Local Capacity Building and Faculty Development;
3. Returning and International Scholars.

Achieved Objectives of the Law Department stated in initial DDP 2007-2008:

| Review and improve the Curriculum

Review and improvement of the Curriculum was statesda goal in initial DDP. The
Department carried out activities in implementihgge objectives, including conducting number
of departmental meetings and developing certainch@nts on the following issues:

1. Outreach activities of the Departmeirt.March 2007 the Department organized a round-
table discussion with representatives of MinistfyEducation and different universities
to discuss the current problems with the statedstals on delivering higher legal
education and to get acquainted closer with Boldgealaration. As the result of this
round-table discussion the participants adopteé@salution on implementation of the
Bologna Process. One of the main aspects of g@utton was bringing representatives
of each university together with representativeMofistry of Education to draft a new
state standard on legal education in the lightabBna Process.

2. CURRICULUM.

a. Department’s curriculum has been positively appraoveby Ministry of
Education with some reservationsThe Ministry of Education conducted
attestation of the whole university and the Departtrin particular in Fall 2007
and concluded that the Department satisfies alk¢ly@irements for issuing state
diplomas. Although the Ministry of Education stiémained its reservations
concerning the requirement that the Department nrmgease the number of
faculty members with PhDs, and open a “kafedrarhe general conclusion of
the Ministry of Education was that the Departmextiséies the state standards.

b. Department prepared final draft of new curriculunwhich will be presented to
the Ministry of Education when applying for new lkmse in 2008 The
Department prepared the final draft of its curnicalin Fall 2007 during the visit
of its non-resident international scholar Frank Earim Department still plans to
present its final draft of curriculum to internated experts for their feedback.




Despite the positive feedback of Ministry of Eduaat it is still necessary to get
external feedback from international experts beeains Fall 2008 the whole
university will apply for new license. In 2008et licenses of all Departments
expire and all Departments will have to apply tonidiry of Education for new
licenses. The Law Department together with alleotbepartments will present
its new curriculum to Ministry of Education.  Algnwith presenting new
curriculum, with improved and revised content, ordad structure of courses,
state exams and internship regulations, the Depattmvill present a curriculum
with new educational process, i.e., now the unitsersill move to 50 minutes of
classes instead of 80 minutes of classes.

Department approved the new format of state examBuring the Departmental
meetings faculty members decided that all questthnég the state exam must
have analytical component and should not be in fieshat (multiple choice
questions). In particular, it has been stronglyisetl to drafters of questions for
state exams to make the questions in hypotheticaldt so that students will be
able to demonstrate their problem solving, legaboming and writing skills. In
addition, it has been decided that students writiggis do not have to take state
exams, but only defend their thesis in front ofcsglecommission.

Department defined specializations in lawin the final draft of new curriculum
the Department also developed requirements foriaations in public and
commercial laws. In particular, the Departmenedained required and number
of elective courses necessary to fulfill the regmnents for specialization in either
public or commercial law. Also the Department addpa policy that students
must take state exams in the area of their speatain.

Integration of Legal Skills The Department conducted number of meetings
where it decided that all faculty members needntegrate legal skills (legal
writing, analysis and legal research) into theiurses. Thus the Department
created a working group to analyze all syllabi efjuired courses on their
structure, content and assignments. The workimgi@made a report on the
results of their work and developed requirementsiritegration of legal skills
into syllabi of all required courses. Afterwardie tDepartment with the help of
international scholars conducted a workshop foultgamembers on integration
of legal skills. International scholars worked widually with each faculty
member on their syllabi and made appropriate recenaations

Teaching MethodologyDuring Spring Semester 2007, Department sucdgssfu
jointly taught “Intro to Law” course, where eaclwlanstructor was responsible
for teaching his/her part in this course (Congtnal law, Business Law,
Criminal Law etc.) As a result of such project, Utlg members (participants)
were able to share teaching experience, evaluate irmaprove each other’s
teaching methodology.

3. Teaching Materials

a.

b.

C.

d.

Faculty members of the Department have continugotépare reading packages
and developing legal hypotheticals for their cosrse

One faculty member, Tulegenov Tursunaly published a textbook on
Criminal Law and the library purchased a set of these textbfmykstudents.

Other two faculty members. Mambetalieva Lenara and |1skakova Gulnara
arein the process of writing textbook on Civil Law and Constitutional L aw.

The Department also obtained as gratitude from dlathUniversity of
Washington textbooks for Legal Skills and Legal Wdg courses.

4. LEGAL CLINIC The Department instituted a co-op program withgevaw firm

“Konsultant plus”. According to this program séuds receive some of the cases from the
practice of this Law firm and work under supeimisof lawyers from this firm. In

2



addition, this firm organizes discussions once akwven challenging, interesting and
burning issues in law with participation of famqusctitioners, judges and attorneys.
Department has also reviewed and improved thelsdlaf Legal Clinic course. In
particular, the Department reviewed the conterthisf course and identified new topics
to be included; it changed the grading policy,adtrced new academic requirements
and changed the format of assignments. In Dece2®@r, the law students made a
presentation of the Legal Clinic, its and theirhaties, achievements and results to
faculty members and international scholars, whiaime through PILI (Public Interest
Law Institute) Project.

Il Local Capacity Building

1. Two returning scholars, Nurzat Myrsalieva andrila Mateeva applied and got
accepted to local PhD program (aspirantura). Rebeamterest of Nurzat
Myrsalieva is “Challenges of integration process ©éntral Asian States:
comparative case study of the European Union andasitan Economic
Community.” Research interest of Kamila Mateess&Ghallenges of integration
of principle of ‘piercing corporate veil’ in the tianal civil legislation of the
Kyrgyz Republic.” Research interest of Gulnaraalgkva “Constitutional design
of presidential-parliamentarian relationships (lbasen analysis of Kyrgyz
materials).”

2. Department also hired additional three paretprofessors with PhD degrees.

3. Gulnara Iskakova published following articteging Spring Semester 2007:

i. Explanations to the draft of the Constitution prepiaby K. Baibolov and
G. Iskakova  (in  co-authorship  with K.  Baibolov) //
http://www.tazar.kg/doc/030407_Comments_Constitutidpposit_last.d
oc

ii. Political and Legal Analysis of the Constitutiof@hanges of 2006 in
Kyrgyzstan // Academic Review: Annual Collection Fediculty Research
Papers of American University of Central Asia. Bisk, 2007. # 5(1).
P.64-74 Structure and Authorities Invested in tligodku Kenesh //
Parliamentary Journalism in Kyrgyzstan. Bishkelk)20P. 27-36 Judicial
Reform Concept Paper // New Edition of the Consttuand Issues of
the Judicial Legal Reform in the Kyrgyz Republic.atdrials of the
Parliamentary Hearings. January 31, 2007

ii. Constitutional Reform and Powers of the Highest &oment Bodies in
Kyrgyzstan: A New Balance? // Newsletter of thetitage for Public
Policy. Kyrgyzstan Brief Issue 8. January-Febyu007, p. 2-6

iv. Political and Legal Analysis of the Changes in enstitution of the
Kyrgyz Republic // Newsletter of the Institute fdPublic Policy.
Kyrgyzstan Brief Issue 7. November-December 26065-10

4. Gulnara Iskakova’s activites (publications,tiggration in conferences,
roundtables etc.) are attached in a separate datume

5. Nurzat Myrsalieva and Elida Nogoibaeva pgrated in annual meeting of Public
Interest Law Institute in May 2007 where Bssg@oncerning legal education
reforms were discussed.

6. Kamila Mateeva obtained special scholarship ta G&U library in Budapest in
May-June 2007 in order to redevelop and improverivdtional Trade Law,
International Commercial Arbitration and Law & E@wnics courses.

7. Nurzat Myrsalieva and Nogoibaeva Elida participate@EU Summer University
in July 2008 on “Teaching Law, Human Rights andié&ghorganized by Public
Interest Law Institute.




8. Kamila Mateeva, Nogoibaeva Elida and Mambetaliewmdra participated in
conference on Clinical Education in Warsaw Statevehsity and Bialstok
University, Poland in October 2007.

- Nogoibaeva Elida participated in a very prominemnference on
“Protecting civilians under terrorist attacks- @nt issues” conducted in
Washington D.C., USA in October 2007.

- Kamila Mateeva, Nurzat Myrsalieva, Elida Nogoibaevaenara
Mambetalieva will participate in conference in GracPoland in June
2008 on “Need for new law school.”

I11 Responsibility of Individual Returning Scholar with regard to implementation
of DDP

1. Nurzat Myrsalieva and Kamila Mateeva are members aforking group on
review of syllabi on integration legal skills in@l law courses. They under
supervision of Elida Nogoibaeva developed requirgséor integration of legal
skills into syllabi of all required courses. Thalgo together with international
scholars organized a workshop for faculty memberentegration of legal skills
into all law courses.

2. Nurzat Myrsalieva, Kamila Mateeva and Elida NogeNm were members of
expert commission on review and analysis of draftaav on Higher Education of
the Kyrgyz Republic.

3. Nurzat Myrsalieva and Kamila Mateeva are also membga working group on
review and improvement of syllabus of Legal Clirdcogram. In particular,
together with Legal Clinic Director Nurzat and Kéandeveloped new policy on
attendance, grading and duties of students witbexgo their clients. They also
revised the content of the course and ethical rules

4. Kamila Mateeva, Nurzat Myrsalieva and Gulnara Iskaktogether with other
faculty members drafted new curriculum and parétgd in all Departmental
meetings on curriculum review.

5. Kamila Mateeva and Nurzat Myrsalieva drafted actiplan with specific
activities to be undertaken and with appropriatedat for the Public Interest
Law Institute (PILI). In particular, they wrote gect proposals for conducting
workshops on integrating legal skills into all l@eurses, workshop on writing a
good textbook and organized individual meetings faculty members with
international experts who came through PILI.

Objectives of the Law Department for 2008-2009 academic years.
I Improve and Review the Curriculum

1. Improvement of teaching required coursdmplement requirements developed by
working group on integration of legal skills intdh EBw courses. In Fall 2007, working
group consisting of 3 faculty members revised tylialsi of required courses on their
structure, content and assignments and developed ssjuirements on the type, quality
and quantity of assignments that each law coursst mmave. In particular, in Spring,
2008 faculty members of required law courses arkged to change their syllabi
according to new requirements and incorporate Igijié such as legal writing, research
and analysis. The Department also plans to conth&tsame division of syllabi of
elective courses.

2. Teaching materials The Department plans to hold a meeting to dsths type and the
content of new textbooks on Civil Law and Constiinal Law. In particular, the
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Department plans to identify the potential autheond create group of experts for review
of these textbooks. Afterwards, the textbooks ballpublished and used as new teaching
materials for students.

3. New Course According to regulations of the university, rasd#d methods course is a

required course as a part of General Educationkbddccourses. University made a
decision that research method has to be taughdiyidual departments. Currently, the
law students take research methods from other theeats, such as Sociology and
International and Comparative Politics Departmentiowever, research methods
proposed by other departments is not quite suitibl&aw students because they do not
address the issues of legal research and wriflingis, the Department intends to develop
this course in English language with the focusegal research methods.

4. Legal Clinic Legal Clinic Program is a part of the Law Depaett’s curriculum. Each

student must take legal clinic course as a reqgligeipline at the Spring semester of the
third year and Fall semester of the fourth yeane Of the objectives of the AUCA Legal
Clinic Program is to provide legal assistance hatfficially disabled people. Very often
clients come with legal issues that are not covesgdthe curriculum of the Law
Department, such as particular issues on housing dacial security law, family law,
notary etc. In addition, many questions relateptactical application of the law,
therefore for some of the cases an expert opirsameeded for students to provide high
quality legal assistance. The Department wantsir® short-term experts in particular
legal issues with the purpose of developing a waykmanual for legal clinic with
collection of expert opinions to make this projsgstainable.

L ocal Capacity Building

Two faculty members who are enrolled in local Phbgoam are going to continue to
write their theses and AUCA proposed additionatdlitseto those instructors who wants
to do the research and publish their works.

Returning and International Scholars

Potential candidates for Returning Scholar’'s Papgare

1.

2.

Gulnara Iskakova is planning to teach thraesms: Introduction to Legal Theory,
Constitutional Law, Comparative Constitutibbaw and International Private Law.

Kamila Mateeva — Comparative Contract Lawermational Commercial Arbitration,
International Public Law (co-teaching witkuidat Myrsalieva), and Intro to Law.

Nurzat Myrsalieva — Legal Skills, Public LaMoot Court, European Law and International
Trade Law (co-teaching with Kamila Mateeva).

Non-resident International Scholar

The Department has chosen Professor Framkéft as its non-resident International
Scholar. Frank Emmert is an expert in cutim development who is familiar not only
with American system of legal educatiort, &lso with European system of legal education.

With aim, we anticipate him to:

a) advise the department on proper implementationref/ged curriculum.

b) help the department to develop common criteria r@agdiirements for assessment and
grading writing assignments and oral performancstudents;

c) help individual faculty members with either coudsyelopment, or teaching materials;

d) help the department to find appropriate foreigrfgssors to establish contacts;

e) visit faculty members’ courses and reflect on the@iching methods.
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Goals, objectives and tasks of residentiaitional Scholar:

We anticipate our resident international Scholabecable to co-teach skill-based courses

such as Legal Skills (legal writing, legal researdfrafting legal documents), moot court

(legal writing, analyses, research, oral argumeriispal English Language Skills (to

improve legal vocabulary along with providing sotaeryering skills), Legal Ethics and

Negotiations. With this aim, we anticipate ouridest international scholar to

teach skill-based courses;

a) teach our local faculty members to better incorfmlayering skills in teaching their
courses;

b) participate in all departmental meetings concerm@wiew and analysis of curriculum;

c) visit faculty members’ courses and reflect on thesiching methods; and

d) assist Department with other needs.



