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AUCA PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
i

It is a great pleasure for the new
President of AUCA to write an
article for the newly revived

AUCA student newspaper, New
Star, or perhaps the New New Star.
University newspapers are important
institutions that provide students an
outlet to publish on issues of interest

EDITOR’S NOTE...

both to their school as well as the
wider world outside of school. It is
also an excellent forum for students
interested in pursuing careers

in journalism to gain valuable
experience.

Since arriving at AUCA five
months ago, I have been listening
to students, faculty, staff, alumni,
and, of course, the AUCA Board
of Trustees which met in my

first week here and again in late
October. I have learned a lot about
the University’s history, strengths,
and needs. Getting to know the
University and the people that
make it up have only increased

my enthusiasm about holding

the position of President to help
strengthen the institution that we
know and love as AUCA. I jokingly
use the phrase “Make AUCA Great
Always” or MAGA. What makes
any University great are the people
inside the building: students, faculty,
and staff, and I will be working
tirelessly with all three groups

to take AUCA to new levels of
quality education, Our reputation
and product are strong, but one can
never rest on his/her laurels because
the competition is fierce.

There are some exciting
developments over the past few
months that [ want to share with
you. First, AUCA revived the
position of Vice President of
Academic Affairs (VPAA), and after
a very competitive global search
process last spring, we named

now former Chair of the AUCA
Economics Department and Faculty
Senate, Nurgul Ukueva as VPAA.
Together with Dr. Ukueva and others
over the summer we have developed
new institutions and structures of
faculty and academic management
that we are confident will improve
the quality of education at AUCA.

We have had excellent news

on the fundraising front as the

US Department of State has
dramatically increased funding for

full scholarships for students from
Afghanistan and Central Asia. This
year’s NGA class is the largest ever
at 170, and I expect the entering
freshman class next year will also
be the largest ever in AUCA history.
And just this September we opened
the AUCA Technical School of
Innovation with an entering class
of 203 10th graders. We expect that
TSI will increase the quantity and
strengthen the quality of entering
students din AUCA beginning it
two years as well as provide an
additional source of revenue to the
University.

There are many other exciting
initiatives developing at AUCA that
I will be regularly reporting to our
student body. Communication is

a two-way street, and my door is
always open (but please make an
appointment))) to hear about your
concerns and ideas to help me in the
quest to Make AUCA Great Always.

President Kuchins, aka Dr. K

STUDENT LIFEISABOUT

Dear AUCA community!

My name is Niloufar
and [ am the new
editor-in-chief of the
New Star newspaper.
I would like to
welcome you all to
the new academic
year at American
University of Central Asia. I hope this semester brings
you more success and achievements!

You might have read or seen our previous
publications, but I am writing this to let our freshmen
students know about our university’s independent
newspaper. Indeed, this is a great opportunity

for every member of AUCA to write and publish
their thoughts, experiences and ideas about events
happening on campus. The only thing which needs
to be considered is that your articles should not be
offensive to any culture, religion or gender. In this
way you are able to practice your writing skills

and learn and share your ideas. I should strongly
highlight that “The new Star” is welcoming writers,
photographers, designers and interested active
participants to join our team. You do NOT need to be
professional to be a part of The New Star, so do not
hesitate to challenge yourself!

To share your articles, ideas and comments please
visit our office (G23) or contact newstar.aucal 999@
gmail.com

Take care of yourself and stay healthy,
Regards,
Niloufar Rafat

YOUANDUS

I'am Diana
Takutdinova- alumna
of Anthropology
department,
coordinator of
cultural events at
AUCA, your advisor
and friend (if you
wish).

First, I should say that
you witness a rebirth
of our independent
student

newspaper “The New
Star”. Congratulations
and best of luck to its
journalists and
editorial team! Since
it is the first issue
after the long pause, I
suggest students to
try their skills in writing, interviewing
and editing. Your experience in
journalism

and involvement into student newspaper
will definitely provide benefits in the
future. In your CV while applying to
exchange or master programs you can
proudly write, “Worked as a journalist for
Student Newspaper”. I think it’s a
fantastic opportunity to try yourself.
Second, I do love AUCA with its adorable
students and stuff. You are the luckiest

people. Grasp and
cherish the moments
you spent here, at
AUCA. Being a
cultural event
coordinator, I
encourage you guys
to volunteer and
participate in
extracurricular
activities. From the
years of experience I
can state, that this will
be

one of the most
memorable things
after your student life.
Therefore, if you have
time and courage, if
you want to sing and
dance, if you want to gain experience
being on the stage you are always
welcome to be part of the fantastic team
of

volunteers. Pop in anytime to G-25, and
let us know about you.

Finally, I would like to give an advice.
Please, be strong, and never afraid to
express your opinion and hold your
position until the end.

Sincerely,
Diana Takutdinova <3
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Senior knowledge service oflicer’s view about AUCA

Evolving AUCA
Plants Seeds of Big
Hopes in the Region

The American University
of Central Asia (AUCA)

is rapidly evolving as an
institution of excellence that
plants seeds of hopes in the
region thanks to its dynamic
and visionary leadership.
Last time, I came to learn
about this vibrant university
was in June 2015 when

[ was invited to attend a
regional human rights and
civil society conference.
The university was the host
co-organizing party of that
event. [ was impressed by
the university’s all-inclusive
culture, humble leadership
and openness to new ideas.
I found such qualities so
tempting that I almost joined
AUCA’s youthful teaching
team at the time.

Nonetheless, almost five
years later, I went to
Bishkek again on September
25, 2019. This time, as

part of the Knowledge
Services Unit of the Central

Asia Regional Economic
Cooperation Institute

(CI), to deliver a two-day
workshop on State-Owned
Enterprises’ Reforms,
Challenges and Prospects
jointly organized by CI, the
Asian Development Bank
(ADB), the ADB Institute
(ADBI) and AUCA. There,
I was chairing the workshop
on behalf of CI and sitting
in the same row with other
co-organizing partners’
representatives.

While we were all giving
our opening remarks, the

turn reached AUCA’s Vice
President, Dr. Chingiz
Shamshiev. A very brief
remark he gave — was a
demonstration of knowledge
depth, wisdom and passion
for the region — that grabbed
my attention and made me
realize again what AUCA

is all about. Inevitably, Dr.
Shamshiev and I engaged

in a ceremonial chat during
the coffee break that led to

a sequence of pragmatic
activities. He invited CI
delegation to visit the

new AUCA Campus, and
subsequently invited me

to deliver a talk to an
exciting group of faculties
and students at AUCA’s
Technical School of
Innovation (TSI).

Technical School of
Innovation

I found TSI absolutely a
profound initiative not only
for the future of human
development in Kyrgyz
Republic but also for the
entire Central Asia. Such
type of vocational education
concept has been the core of
Switzerland’s development
and stardom in Europe.

The group of youthful
Central Asian emerging
intelligentsia, whom I talked
to and engaged with, at

TSI gave me a strong sense
of pride and hope for this
historical region. All credits
for such highly needed
initiative must go to AUCA’s
visionary leadership. TSI-
like initiatives bring us lights
of hopes in the reviving
Central Asian region.

AUCA is indeed an
institution of excellence that
stakeholders should be proud
of and continue rallying
their crucial supports to it.
With such vigorous and
dynamic leadership, this
institution is on a mission
for the common good of all
towards a collective bright
future. AUCA’s faculties
and students should take
immense prides with
increasing responsibilities
in representing this great
institution to the highest
quality possible. They could
intensify their efforts to
reach their full potentials,
which will promote positive
competition among all
universities to evolve as
knowledge institutions of
excellence in our region. As
a result, more knowledge
institutions will evolve

to plant seeds of hopes in
Central Asia like AUCA
does.

Eisa Khan Ayoob Ayoobi

ABD in Government and
Public Policy

AUCA Center for Civic Engagement and its Programs

Civic engagement means working
to make differences in the civic life
of our communities and developing
the combination of knowledge,
skills, values and motivation to bring
that changes . It means promoting
the quality of life in a community,
through both political and non-
political processes. (Thomas Ehrlich
(Ed.) Civic Responsibility and
Higher Education. Phoenix: Oryx
Press, 2000)

About the Center for
Civic Engagement

In May 2019 the American
university of Central Asia established
the Center for Civic Engagement
(CCE) to foster the society in which
citizens work together to improve
their communities for the greater
good. The mission of the AUCA
Center for Civic Engagement is
threefold. The CCE aims to:

1. Instill in students, faculties, and
staffs the ethic of civic engagement
and social responsibility;

2. Enhance the capacity of AUCA
students, faculties, and staffs

to be positive members and

leaders in their local, national,

and international communities,
particularly by engaging thoughtfully
in matters of public concern;

3. Enhance the welfare of the

local, national, and international
communities in which AUCA
students, faculties, and staffs are
situated.

Student Program
administered by
the Center for Civic
Engagement

Student Civic Engagement Fellows
Program

The Student Civic Engagement
Fellows Program (SCEF) places
undergraduate and master students
studying at AUCA with civil society
and human rights organizations
operating throughout the Kyrgyz
Republic. Student Fellows are
selected on a competitive basis,
taking into account their prior
community engagement experiences,
passion ,motivation, knowledge and
capacity to meaningfully impact

the specific partner organization

and project on which they will

work. Fellows undergo a series of
interactive trainings and workshops
on community mobilization, social
norms and behavioral changes,
project management and design, and
professional communication skills

- as well as monthly check-ins and
reflection sessions with CCE staft.

Other Student Programs
under the Center for

-Goals: Youth involvement in decision -
making, raising awareness of Central Asian
issues, leadership develop
through the lens of political namative.
-Eligibility: All Bishkek-based university
students

-Topics: Students can iniiate projects in
accordance to specific agenda

Kyrgyzstan
-Application period: Annually

-Eligibility:
NGA and AUCA through the lens of civic engagement
students

Civic Engagement

Under the umbrella of the CCE,
there are other platforms like Student
Initiative Development Program
(SIDP) and Youth Council C5+1

that facilitate students in designing
and implementing student-led
community engagement projects.
Below is a diagram providing a quick
overview of programs:

To learn more, contact us via email
cce@uca.kg!

SIDP

-Goals: Teaching students
project management skills; increasing
a sense of agency; lnadership development

-Topics: Students can initiate projects

“Funding Restriotions: ' o . ner of topics, including education,
on-campus projects,

purchase of equipment,

social entrepreneurship, ans, environment,
and media (not an exhaustive list).

charity, start-upsffor-profit _geqgraphical area of projects: Kyrgyzstan,
ventures, projects
-Geographical area of  projects:  supponing a cerain

Central Asia, Afghanistan
-Application period: 18-24 November

political party or 2018, and spring 2020
specific

~One-off projects: can request up to 200 USD

in August/ September religious -Long-term projects: ~up 10 1000 USD
-Number of people: Projects are done in ~ activities -Funding Restrictions: Research and
@ : In teams construction AUCA
B é -Number of people: Individually or S I D P
Q in teams
Youth Council C5+1, Student Initiative
funded by Development Program

U.S. Embassy Bishkek

(SIDP)
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AUCA sociology alumni' career story

How did you come to
study Sociology at AUCA?

I started my Bachelor’s degree at
AUCA in 2005. By then, I had
already spent several years in the
workforce, and because I had been
working in writing and translation,
I had initially thought of doing a
degree in journalism. When I spoke
with AUCA Admissions, however,

they suggested that I consider
sociology. I met with several
instructors from the Sociology
Department and made my decision
on the spot. I am still not sure what
prompted the admissions officer to
make that suggestion, but I was very
happy with my choice of major, both
during my years at AUCA and ever

sociology influence your
life and your career?

While studying at AUCA and after
graduating, I worked as a conference
interpreter with international
organizations. It might seem at

first glance that interpreting and
sociology are unrelated. However,
in my work, I often had to draw on
the concepts that we discussed in
class and even completed several
academic translations in the social
sciences. After graduating, I moved
to Istanbul, Turkey, where I worked

as a research assistant, as well as
an interpreter and translator and,
later, as a community manager with
an international humanitarian non-
profit. In that role, understanding
group dynamics, as well as larger

was tremendously important. Being
able to design surveys and conduct
focus groups were some of the

since.
skills that helped ensure that the
communities I worked with were
How did your study of able to contribute to decision-

making in the organization. More
generally, the skills of critical
thinking and academic reasoning
that I started developing at AUCA
were crucial to both my professional
development and my growth as an
individual.

and I knew that I would eventually
want to pursue a graduate degree.
Last year, I moved to Vancouver,
Canada to begin an MA in sociology
at Simon Fraser University. | have

a deep interest in sports, and in my
research I am exploring how social

social issues, like global inequalities,

I always loved learning and research,

and cultural factors might shape
athletes’ experiences. As someone
who practices a sport, | have a lot
of questions about the experiences
of female-identified athletes,

and I think that sociology offers
great tools to try to answer these
questions.

One of the highlights of the past year
was working as a teaching assistant
in an introductory sociology course
with undergraduate students from
very diverse backgrounds. Exploring
sociology with them was a great
experience and reminded me of the
time when I, myself, was taking

my first steps in the social sciences.
To those undergraduates who are
considering taking a sociology
course, I would strongly encourage
them to take the leap. At the very
least, you will discover a new lens
through which to view the world,
and if you decide to major in
sociology, it is a field that can offer
so many varied opportunities!

Marina Khonina

[
Notes from previous
student senate member
Hello! My name is
e Alina. As a member of
r Student Senate I want to
i ' congratulate you all with
the new academic year.
" Thanks for being a part
of friendly community in
AUCA.
Welcome freshmen
o students! Hope you enjoy
. the atmosphere here. ©
I suggest you to be active
during your first academic year. Enjoy your time
because I’m senior now, so I miss those days when I
was freshman back in 2016.
People change by the time and people bring changes
as well. I hope you’ll make effective steps forward in
your academic lives. Remember you are grown up and
university life is not the same as school .Please try to
be patient, try to keep AUCA as clean as your homes.
Be respectful toward all AUCA community especially
stuffs and professors. Moreover, try your best to
behave as matures and future responsible individuals.
Try to concentrate on your studies and do not make
problems for your selves and people around you. Some
of you might think FYS is so hard, but keep in mind
that it is just a cool beginning.
If you dared to challenge yourself to study at the
AUCA - be ready for essays, readings and discussions.
You are not here to struggle. You are here to become
better version of you.
You will have an interesting adventure for more 4
years. I, myself, almost finished it. And actually I don’t
regret.
The only thing that I feel upset of is that I didn’t make
things on time and I had to pay for my mistakes.
Best,

Asylbekova Alina,
TCMA-116.

Exchange Semester Experience at the
Norwegian Umversnty of Life Sciences

As an exchange student at the Norwegian
University of Life Sciences (NMBU) |
would like to share my last spring semester’s
experience.

It was a unique opportunity to study in one of
the world-class universities with quite high-
quality education in the field of Economics.
One of the main purposes of spending a
semester abroad is to gain the experience

of adopting and learning in a new academic
atmosphere. This process is what |
experienced during my exchange semester at
NMBU. At the beginning, it was a bit hard
for me to adopt because the system there
was much different from our university,

but hopefully I got used to the system and
curriculum. Throughout the semester at
NMBU I really enjoyed the education method
and the student-oriented system. Topics and
subjects that we used to discuss during the
lectures were related to the real-world issues.
They were touchable and understandable. In
other words, we were discussing the real-
world’s issues using theoretical methods.
Also, I believe that learning process happens
not only within the academic environment,
but also through the cultural exchange.
During my stay in Norway, I found the
people and the environment so friendly. I
met wonderful people and made many good
friends. They were so welcoming to new
cultures and new ideas so that as a small
group of Asian students we could celebrate
our New Year (Nowroz) in campus. [
remember it was a huge gathering with many
of local and international students. We (Asian
students) were responsible for explaining
and giving information about our New Year
celebration, our

tradition and customs. Besides all the

11

achievements, I have also faced challenges
that overcoming them I believe is what
taught me the most important lessons. When
I arrived in Norway it was in the middle of
winter. Compare to Bishkek, it was very cold
there so that for 3 weeks I was sick. It got me
a while to recover and get back to studies.
What touched my heart the most was the
assist of my Norwegian roommate while I
was sick. She took me to hospital and helped
me a lot while I was sick. That is when I
realized that humanity is what connects us all
regardless of the cultural and geographical
locatrions. I will always remember you dear
Maja Arnekleiv.
I know the experience itself was much
more than what I could express here.
I wholeheartedly thank my University
(AUCA), Economic Department, and
International Office for providing and
facilitating such opportunities for students.
In addition, I am thankful to NMBU for
coordinating and accepting students from
AUCA.
P.S. I also encourage students to take such
opportunities in order to expand their vision
of the world.

Atefa Bahr

Eco 116
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AMEpPUKAHCKUI YHHMBEPCUTET B
lenTpansHoit A3uu W3 roja B Trof
pajylmiHO TPUHHUMAET PEKOPAHOE
KOJTMYECTBO CTYACHTOB-TIIEPBOKYpC-
HUKOB. [lopoii pebsta, OKka3bIBasICh
B HOBOW OOCTaHOBKE, CTAJIKUBAIOTCS
¢ OONBIIMM KOJTHYECTBOM IMpPoOiIeM,
KOTOpbIE HE BCErja MOJy4yaeTcs pe-
IIUTH 0€3 TOMOIIY 3HAIOIIUX JIIONIEH.
CryneHTaM H3BECTHO, YTO 3a COBe-
ToM B AYIIA MOXHO 0OpaTUThCS K
T000MY UeJOBEKY, INIABHOE HMETh
MOTHBALIMIO JJII CaMOCOBEpILEH-
CTBOBAHMSI.

Pacckazare moapoOHee 00 aka-
JEMHYECKOll ycreBaeMOCTH MEpPBO-
KypPCHUKOB comacuiach ['yiabHYp
DceHanueBa - TUPEKTOp IIEHTpa aKa-
JEMHYECKOTO KypaTopcTBa, KOTOPbIi
Oonbllle K3BECTEH CTyJAEHTaM Kak
«Academic Advising.

— Ilo mpaBme roBopsi, Oomblie
OCTAJIbHBIX § JKAJCI YKOHOMHCTOB
— Ha NEPBOM Kypce OHM y Hac ca-
MbI€ CTpaJaloliye, - ¢ yIbIOKON ro-
Boput ['yneryp. C mepBoro kypca
WX pacnucaHue B OCHOBHOM COCTO-
UT U3 CIOXKHBIX MpenmeToB: U First
Year Seminar, ¥ MHKPOIKOHOMHKA,
u nuHeiHas anrebopa. Kpome Toro,
M0 CTaTUCTUKE C Masl MO CEHTIOph
2019 roma crymeHTHI (QakyabTeTa

JIEP3AM, MOJIO/EZKD!

«IKOHOMHUKa» BO3MIABISIOT  peil-
TUHT YHHUBEPCHUTETA MO KOJIUYECTBY
oOpallleHuii B IIEHTp aKajeMuye-
CKOTO KypaTropcTBa, IJIe MbI BCeria
pazabl moMoub Kaxaomy. Ha BTopom
MECTe 1O aKTUBHOCTU — CTYAEHTHI
dakynpreTa «MEXIyHapOIHBIE OT-
HOILICHUS», Jajblle — TCUXOJIOTH
u Oymnymue OwW3HEC-yNpaBIICHIIBI.
Hamm xypaTopbl mpu3BaHbl IOMOYb
NEPBOKYPCHUKAM IIJIAaBHO MEPECTpO-
UTBHCS CO HIKOJIBHOM CHUCTEMBI 00Y-
YEHHs] HA YHUBEPCUTETCKYIO - OoJee
B3pociyl0. MHOTHE HampacHo CTec-
HSIOTCS OOpalarbcsi K HaM 3a Io-
Motiblo. «Academic Advising» He
JApOM HA3bIBAIOT JYYIIUM JPYTOM
T000TO CTyACHTA — IBEpU KaOMHETa
341 OTKpPBITHI 17151 Kaxka0ro!

OrpoMHyI0 MOIACPKKY TEPBO-
KypCHHUKaM TakK)K€ OKa3bIBalOT CTap-
M€ CTYACHTHI BCEX BO3PACTOB, KOTO-
pbI€ YK€ UCIBITATH Ha ceOe TATOThI
yueObl B AVIIA. AsHa PricOekoBa,
BTOPOKYpCHHIIA (DaKyJIbTeTa «yIpaB-
JeHre OM3HECOM», MPHU3HAETCS, YTO
nepBasi CIOKHOCTh, C KOTOpOH OHa
CTOJIKHYJIaCh, Oyayuun (ppemMeHom —
MUCHbMEHHOE 3aJaHHE 10 MPEAMETY
FYS.

— Sl naganma paboTy Haja CBOMM
MEPBBIM 3CCE €lIe 3a MecAll A0 Ae-

JlaiiHa, ¥ ATO MPUHECIIO CBOM PE3yJib-
TaT. BBIMONHATH MEpBYIO0 MHUCHMEH-
HyI0 paboty B creHax AYIIA Obuio
HEMpPOCTO, HO, KaK 5 TIO3KE TMOHSNA,
ycepaHas paboTa — 3aior ycrexa.
Xorenock OBl AaTh NEPBOKYPCHHU-
KaM OaHaJbHBIH, HO JEeHCTBEHHBIN
COBET: cTapailTech He OTKJIaJbIBaTh
BBITIOJTHEHHE 33/IaHUH Ha MOCIEeTHUIN
MOMEHT W HauWHaAWTe HCCIeI0Ba-
TEIBbCKYI0 PaboTy ISl MPOEKTOB Kak
MO>KHO paHbIIIE.

Mbicnb AsiHBI TOAAEPKUBAET CTY-
JIEHT YeTBEpTOro Kypca QaxyibreTra
«MexnayHaponHoe npaBo» JlaHusnb
yyay bek3ar. O Tom, kakum ObLT €ro
nepBbIii midterm exam — MpOMExy-
TOYHBINA HK3aMEH — OH BCTIOMHUJI HE
cpasy.

— MouM mnepBbIM 5K3aMEHOM B
AVYTIA 6p11 midterm exam 1o KbIp-
I'bI3CKOMY s13bIKY. HOBBIE TeMBI 5 Oc-
BOWJI OY€HB OBICTPO U OBLI paj TOMY,
YTO MOYYWJI BBICIIUHN OaJT — OLIEHKY
«A». Celluac BCIOMHHAIO, YTO JAXKE
YMYZAPWICS MIOMOYb IBYM HHOCTpPAH-
HBIM CTyJEHTaM, KOTOpBIE CHAEIH
psaom. CaMmoe cMelHoe - TO, YTO
JlakKe HEe cpasy 0CO3HaJ, YTO 3TO ObLI
MPOMEXYTOUHBIN d3K3ameH. Jlymar,
3TO ObUT OOBIYHBIN TECT, COBCEM KaK
B HIKose. [T1aBHOE, 4TO XO4y MOCO-

A

BETOBaTh ()permmeHam, - uzberaire
maruata. Kak yenmoBek, KOTOpPBIi
OJTHAXK]IBI TMIPOLIENT Yepe3 ATO, TOBO-
pIO: MPaBWIBHO IJIAHUPYHUTE BpeMs
JUISL TOJITOTOBKU K DK3aMeHaM U TIlla-
TEJIbHO MPOAYMBIBATE CBOU COUMHE-
HUS, TIOTOMY YTO TOJBKO TaK MOKHO
TOOUTHCS BBICOKOTO YPOBHS YCIeBa-
€MOCTH.

Kenaem cryneHTamM-HOBOOpaHIIaM
OTPOMHOTO TEPHEHHUS] U MaKCUMyM
ycepausl Ha MYyTH JOCTHKEHHUS IO-
CTaBJICHHBIX Iiejei. Jlep3aid, moio-
IEXKB!

Jluna Mamar:kaHoBa

“Community of Volunteers”

based on four categories:

1. Child Education/Children with
Autism Spectrum Disorder

2. Environmental protection

3. Women Empowerment

4. Youth Empowerment
“Community of Volunteers” has
a diverse team of volunteers
from different nationalities who
have good skills and knowledge
in implementing educational
programs, motivating and

communiTty OF VOLUNTEERS
CLuB

Youth Council C5+1

Every human deserves to be
protected and supported despite
their age, race and gender.
Hopefully, in Kyrgyz Republic
we have some national and
international institutions working
to support vulnerable groups of
people in society. Role of AUCA
students should be highlighted as
«Community of volunteers" was
established within the AUCA.

Its main aim is to connect

good willing active students

who want to help, protect and
support minorities through
implementation of projects and
volunteering activities. Actually,
“Community of volunteers”
strongly believes that if we help
children to empower today we
helped them to be future leaders
of tomorrow. The programs are
more focused on children and are

empowering children and youths.
Therefore, we want to organize
such activities that can help
students, orphans and children
with disabilities to experience
cross cultural understanding
through activities, and interactive
talks. The project is based
on academic support such as
teaching English, leadership
skills and non-academic activities
such as creative arts, cultural
events, and playing various fun
activities. Nevertheless, women’s
role in society is very important
and we are looking forward to
supporting small business ideas
and entrepreneurship through
branding and marketing sessions.
We are looking for new partners,
to work together and expand the
positive impact we can bring to
the society.

Maryam Ibrahimi

The American University of

Central Asia (AUCA) with the U.S.
Embassy’s collaboration in the Kyrgyz
Republic has created a dynamic
C5+1 Youth Council (YC) that brings
together Central Asian youths with
diverse backgrounds, mindsets and
leadership skills for positive changes.
Throughout the year YC organizes
various kind of events and projects
to reinforce the U.S. - Central Asia
(C5+1) joint goals of the Global
Counterterrorism Forum (GCTF)
Regional Dialogue, Central Asian
Business Competitiveness (CABC),
Transport Corridor Development
(TCD), Power the Future, and
Supporting National and Regional
Adaptation Planning that tackles
issues of common concerns.

Two years ago the idea of joining

the Youth Council C5+1 crossed

my mind. I was pretty
skeptic of my acceptance
in the program because

I didn’t have such
enough experience in
project implementation,
planning budget,

action plans and so on.
However, after a month
probably I got my lucky
o letter stating that I could
get the membership
status of Youth Council
C5+1. I was extremely
happy because I all the time dreamed
of helping the community, developing
my leadership skills and implementing
my ideas. During the year our team
has done an immense work as we
have implemented following projects:
Water Security Symposium, C5+1
Model, Gavel Moot Court, Youth
Peace Talks, Quiz Nights and so on.
In July 2019, the most active Youth
Council members were selected to
participate in Everest International
Model of United Nations (EIMUN) in
Kathmandu, Nepal. This experience
was unique and unforgettable. Youth
Council provides a lot of opportunities
so I recommend everyone to apply
and be a future Youth Council C5+1
member. Donot miss the chance to
bring changes!

Sincerely,

Paul Zalevskii
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STRUGGLING DURING
THE FIRSTMONTH OF
UNIVERSITY LIFE

Getting into new society,
meeting new people and having
new duties are always hard and
people sometimes struggle to
adapt to the new environment.
So, all freshmen, as many
other people, cannot avoid this
situation. New duties, new
subjects, new ways of studying,
new people and many more
new things. Student life during
university is different in many
ways and it is much harder
comparing school life.

I am sure that there are many
smart guys in the AUCA and

it is essential to work hard to
keep pace with everyone. It
takes a lot of time and efforts.
Therefore, studying can become
a course of pressure and even
depression because sometimes
it takes long time to reach your
aim. But, it is very important to
try and not give up!

The best thing here is that if
you have problems you can ask
anyone and that person will
assist you. Here in AUCA you
are able to ask help not only
from your peers, but also from

your professors and senior
students .Actually, to my point
of view the main rule of success
is bravery because it helps you
to learn and increase your
self-confidence, so if you do
not know “Do not be afraid or
ashamed to ask!”
Additionally, trying to keep
pace with everyone helps us to
develop and improve. You might
remember summer holidays
during your school that how
boring it was .You didn’t have
any homework or duties, you
might all the time surf the
Internet and do nothing the
whole day for weeks. I clearly
remember that during summer
I degraded. Three months later,
I was not able to remember the
basic things and it was really
hard to become a part of school
life again! So, my point is that
“pressure and struggling during
the university life” is really
helpful to make a schedule and
have a plan which helps students
to be organized all the time.
Anastasiia Frolova
AMI 2019

ALETTERTO FRESHMEN
STUDENTS

Dear freshman students,
Welcome to AUCA!!!

I would like to share a part of my
experience at campus and how [
could be a Dean’s list student in
AUCA. As a freshman student
when I enrolled in AUCA, I did
not have pre information about
the Human Rights field. I was
stressful all the time and afraid to
attend classes with sophomore,
joiner and senior students;
because it seemed to be very
competitive to me. Therefore, I had to
find a solution, and a goal sitting was
the first step that I took toward my
first academic year. I decided to have
an effective schedule to be prepared
for my classes and exams. In order
to be involved in class discussions,
activities and accelerating the learning
process, I relied on both recommended
materials by my professors and

i

backgrounds at AUCA, so by that I
could get their advices. Furthermore,
to be honest, the most difficult part of
the freshmen year for me was classes’
timings especially the ones at 8 Am.

I used to get up early, grab my books,
come to university and attend classes.
It was so hard, but I did it because I
worked hard and there is a proverb
which says that “hard works will pay
off!” and I could see that it really

making extra studies using various
resources. | regularly used to meet my
professors during their office hours to
ask questions related to our classes and
getting their ideas. Moreover, I could
find new friends who could share with
me about their successful academic

worked in my case because I could
reach the Dean’s list student’s status.
My advice to you Never give ,try hard
to reach your aim!

Shigofa Jamal
LAS 2018

RISE SUMMER CAMP

RISE

Hello AUCA community,

I am Seemin Naeemi a senior
student in Economics department
at the American University of
Central Asia (AUCA) and an
alumna of the United States
Institutes (SUSI). I have a deep
interest in women rights and
education. I strongly agree with
the popular quote that says, “If
you educate a man, you educate
one person. If you educate a
woman, you educate a nation.”
In August 2019 I along my AUCA
and local friends organized an
educational program named Rise
Summer Camp. The initial idea
of Rise was developed during my
stay in the United States with my
professors. [ was very interested
to organize a community service
project in my home country. As
the result, I applied for SIDP
project fund. Rise was sponsored
by both Study of the United States

Institutions (SUSI) and SIDP. The
objectives of the program were

to provide 30 young Afghan high
school girls with soft as well as
interpersonal skills to enable them
to assume leadership roles, and

to improve their public speaking,
networking, and critical thinking
and peace building skills within
their communities through a week
boot camp in Kabul.

Majority of the participants

were interested in learning about
leadership, public speaking and
wanted to know about study
abroad sessions. We witnessed

an incredible improvement in
public speaking, critical thinking
and leadership skills of the
participants in the last two days
of the program. Considering
public speaking, the participants
appeared way more prepared,
way more confident, and way
more familiar with body language

during the last two days.
Regarding the critical thinking
and leadership skill sessions, the
participants explicitly proved
that their skills were enhanced.
For instance, they had learned to
think critically as a group, to ask
straightforward questions about
the topics they were assigned,
to think out of the box, and to
come up with more calculated,
nuanced, prepared and rehearsed
presentations and speeches.
One of the activities we did was
giving the theme of “Organizing
Rise Camp for Next Year” and
dividing the participants into
groups. We told them to come up
with their own ideas and select a
leader from their groups. Since
we had taught them adaptive
leadership, we saw they had come
up with new and creative ideas
about the adaptive leadership too.
I would like to thank SIDP for
their support and giving chances
to students to implement their
projects. I would also thank to
my teammates without them
implementing this project was
not possible. I would like to
encourage AUCA students to
organize such activities for their
people in local areas and share
their knowledge with them.
Seemin Naeemi
ECO 116

We have informative
events in our campus

On October 2nd, Embassy of India in Bishkek
together with the American University of
Central Asia organized a symposium dedicated
to the 150th anniversary of the birth of
Mahatma Gandhi. Along with AUCA students
and professors, the U.S. Ambassador to the
Kyrgyz Republic Donald Lu and the Indian
Ambassador to Kyrgyz Republic Alok Dimri
honored their presence in this symposium.
In the seminar, the life of Mahatma Gandhi
was discussed. Many people remembered
him as a spiritual leader, great peacemaker,
reformer and philosopher. His achievements
and accomplishments were source of
inspiration for many world leaders including
Martin Luther King Jr. and Nelson Mondela.
He began his career as a lawyer and rose to
prominence while fighting racial oppression in
South Africa.
A few days before the seminar an essay
competition took place among the AUCA
students, based on the topic “What does
Gandhi mean to me?”.In fact. It was a good
topic to discuss and learn more about the
unique characters of Gandhi.Actually I as
a participant in that event could learn that
students as future leaders of their countries
should know about such influential leaders’
success stories . That is why I like AUCA
because this type of events and symposiums
let students to think and learn .

Muhammad Boymatov

BA 2018
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Bor yxke BTOpoOe Ie-

CATUIETHE TIOZ ST,
MeMbl 3aMEHSIOT HaM
«BaTUHBI» aHeKkJo-

Thl, 3TO CBOeOOpasHas
HMIIIA IOMOpa, KOTopas
pa3BMBaeTCS ObICTPHI-
MM IIaraMmy u30 OHS B
neHb. Ilepecka3biBaTh
Bukuneauio M OJAMHHO
ToBecTBOBaTh Bam 00
MCTOKAaX MeM-Ky/IbTy-
Pbl  KaXXeTCsI HYIHbIM
3aHSITHEM, Bellb IOYTU
KaKObIA M3 HaAC, MO-
SKeT Ha3BaTb CeOS «Typy
MHTEepHeTa», U BIIOJIHE
CIIPaBUTCS CaM, YTOOBI
HalTU TaKOTO poha UH-
dbopmanuio.

Ceituac cMeJI0 MOXK-
HO CKa3aTb, YTO MEM
SIBJISIETCSI  OOHUM U3
dbyHmamMeHTaNbHbIX Ha-
MpaBJeHU1  UHTEepPHeT
roMopa. Ero nogmepsku-
BalOT BOpocaMiu B CETh
dotorpaduit HeykIIO-
KMX  JXMBOTHBIX, MU3-
BECTHBIX, M HE TOJbKO,
Jaoneii, Bumeo u oTo
CKPMHOB C ITOMY/ISIPHBIX
buIbMOB 1 cepuasioB.

CeromHs, s pacCKaxy
Bam 0 IBYX OTHe/IbHbIX
KapTMHKaxX, KOTOpbIe
COCTaBUIM UAeaJlbHbIN
Iy3T U TIporpeMesin Ha
BeCb MHTEepHeT, CTaB
OOHMMM U3 CaMbIX IIO-
ITYJIIPHBIX MEMOB.

JTO KaJap OOHOrO M3
SMM30[0B M3BECTHOTO

chey

@MISSINGEGIRL

Tenemoy  «Hacros-
e  JOMOXO3SIMKU
besepnu-Xunmnc»,
cHateiii B 2011r., a
TpeKpacHble  1aMbl
M300pakeHHbIE  Ha
HEM 3TO - Taiiop
ApMCTpOHT (Ta, UTO B
cnesax) u Kamnm Pu-
yapnc(Ta, yTo yreua-
er).

B 2018 romy omunH
U3  TOJb30BaTesen
(Tumblr)  omy6mm-
KoBas (OTO KOTa M

" |

These photos together is making me

lose it

[MepeBecTy TBUT

23:56 - 01 man 19 - Twitter for iPhone

77,7K PetBut 274K OTMeTKM(-0K) «HpaBuTCS»

®)

L

¥ <5

Student's complaining about

ﬂ' their 95%
i .

My little sister telling my mom

/,. " that.| hithhér

IIOAIIMCAl "OH He JIo-
61T OBOIIM ", KOT HaOpas
JIOKQJIbHYIO  TOITYJIsIp-
HOCTb, HO I1I0-HaCTOSI-
meMy OyM IpoM3oIIen
B Mae 3TOro roja, Korga
roJjib30BaTe/ib  Twitter
coeqVHMWJI JIB€ KapTUH-
K B OOVMH eIVHBII MeM.

TBUT Habpan orpom-
HYIO TIOMYJISIDHOCTb U
HEeBEepOSITHOe KOojauve-
CTBO BOCTOP>KEHHBIX
oT3bIBOB. C Tex mop cja-
Ba 0 Kore 3a cronmukom
pasjerenach IO BCEMY
Meaua IIPOCTPAHCTBY,
M KaKObIM CTal «JI0-
[IMINBAaTb» MEM CBOM-
MU pydyoHKamu. Kro-Tto
oaxke 3aiies eie OaJib-

Me, content with my 62%

Me knowing that | didn't even
touched her

1ie, paspyuiMB I1abso-
HbI OBITOBOTO MeMa, U
I06aBUI HeOIKUHHYIO
MOPLMI0 OPUTUHATIBHO-
CTHN.

Hy, a KOoT B uTOre, ctasn
HaACTOSIIEN 3Be3nou, y
Hero ecTb CBO «Mepu»,
KOTOPBIN OXOTHO CKY-
MalT 0 BCEMY MUDPY, C
TOHHOM TIOAIIMCYUKOB
1 oboxkareseit B IHCTa-
rpame. Ckopee Bcero
9TOT MMWJbINA KOT 0be-
CIIeYNJI CBOIO XO3SIKY
6e30egHBIM  OYIYIIVM.
Hy, kak? VYxe mnosasu-
JIUChb MBIC/IM, KaK Che-
JlaTh Ballero MUTOMIA
3Be310i1?!

Hypenb UbiHbIOAEB
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FAREWELL RISS TO ARINA TURGUNBEROVA
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FLEX Alumna

Goodwill Ambassador of
the World Nomad Games
UNICEF Volunteer
AUCA Stream Talent
Competition Finalist
Lead Vocalist of theatre
MIRRORS

Singer

Actress

Representative of
Kyrgyzstan to 8th UN
ECOSOC YOUTH
FORUM, New York
Member of American,
Uighur and Tatar
delegations, Diversity
Week AUCA

Volunteer at AUCA
Active participant at
variety AUCA student
clubs
Lead MC at AUCA events
Traveller and life lover
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Nel
By Arina
[ am Arina Turgunbekova. [ am
a senior in the Liberal Arts and
Science department with the
human rights concentration.
Besides studying [ have
different hobbies and
extracurricular activities. I am
UNICEF and AUCA volunteer,
violinist,  pianist, actress,
FLEX alumna, a Goodwill
Ambassador of the World
Nomad Games, and a member
of AUCA theatre “Mirrors”.
I heard of “Mirrors” when 1
participated in the “Stream”
competition. This competition
is for those, who want to
study in AUCA, but do not
have a financial opportunity.
It provides 100% discounts
to study in AUCA. In 2015 1
became one of the winners of

this competition.

When [ was applying to AUCA,
I did not know anything
about its theatre; however I
am forever thankful for this
theatre, because of it I am able
to study in AUCA.

Studying in AUCA is difficult,
but interesting. I study human
rights and law and I really
love the professors of the law
department, because they are
very professional, experienced,
and fair. I did not know what
to do in the future when I was
starting my studying, but as
long as I got into the law field,
I understood that I have found
my passion. [ am glad that I
can combine both my studying
and extracurricular activities.

Ne2
NMonuonus
Jroomu — ot0 3BykH... Tu-
XH€ WIH TPOMKHE, IPUATHBIC
WIA HE O4eHb... Hexoropsii
3By4YMT Kak TpecHyTas Oana-
JIaiika, TMOET, KaK IUIadeT WIIN
JI€HEr TpPOCHUT... A Jpyrou
[IeTYeT, U HE XOYeTCs 4TO-
Obl mepecTaBaji, IOTOMY YTO
€ro CIJIoBa, KaK KpacHbIe Cy-
XH€ JUCThSI MATKO Ma/aloT Ha
JKEJTEIONIYIO TpaBy M THUXOU
IPYCTbIO HAMOJHSAIOT Ceple
B O)KHMJJaHKE TIEPBOTO CHeTaA. ..
W Bapyr caslmmm rpom — 310
YeNoBeK TpyOa, KOTOPBIH 3BY-
YUT XOTh M (HajbIIMBO, HO
TPOMKO, Y HE CJIBIIIAT HAKOTO,
KpoMme ce0s, a OT3BydYaB, HE

IIOMHHUT, O YE€M IIell...
Kaxagomy MoOXHO narh Ha-
3BaHME MY3BIKAJLHOTO WH-
CTPYMEHTA: OJUH KOMY3, JpY-
TOH POsTb, TPETHI TACTYIIbS
JlyIouka... B 3Toil 3ByKoBOit
UepapXuu Kax-

IIBIA  CpaB-
HUM C KAKUM-TO OTHOMY
eMy MPUCYIIUM 3ByKOM, KOTO-
pBIi OJHUM HA3BaHUEM OIIpe-
JeNIAeT XapaKTep YelIOBeKa,
€ro XapakTepHbI TeMOp, ero
KU3HEHHYIO TOHAJIBHOCTb. ..
Uro 3a uHCTpyMEeHT ApuHa?..
51 He 3Har0. MHe COXHO Ha-
3BaTh YTO-TO OJHO. DTO Op-
KECTp, KOTOPBI MOXET IOI-
HATH B aTaky pOTy COJJAaT, U
9TO KOJIBIOENbHAs, KOTOpas
MOJKET YCBIIUTh peOEHKa. ..
ApHrHa MHOTOrpaHHa U MOJIH-
tdonnuna. Ot ApuHbl Bcerga
MOYKHO OKUJATh CIOPIpHU3a.
OHa MOXeT OpraHu30BaTh
KPYIIHBII TPOEKT U OBITH B
LIEHTPE €T SIPKOM 3BE€3 401 HIIH
MPOCTO, TOMOTaTb KOMY-TO
MpojiaBaTh 0OJ1aroTBOPUTEINb-
HbIE OWJIETHI, PacTBOPSICH B
TOJIIIE IPYTUX CTYIEHTOB, CY-
LIECTBYSI C HUMH B YHHCOH. . .
ApuHa — 3TO WUIHOCTpauus
noau(oHNH, KOTOpas XoueT
U MOXET 3aHUMAaTbCs BCEM,
aumbe Obl B CyTKax XBarajio
BPEMEHHU.
ApHHa — 3TO HaJoYKa BBIPY-
YaJloyka — HE 3Haellb K KOMY
MOWTH - UK K ApuHe, OHa BCE
CHEIAcT...
51 HepaBHOnymeH k Her. He-
cupaBeuiuB. S mobmo  eé
Iake Torja, Korga Ha Heé
obmxkarocs. ..l mpocro Bcro-
MHHAK0, Kak S5JeT HazaJ Ha
Stream BpIlIUIa JE€BOYKA B
KpacHOW [00Ke KOJIOKOJIBIH-
KOM. MBI cMmoTpenu Ha Heé
13-32 CTOJIMKA KIOPU U HE I0-
JI03pEBaJIM — CKOJIBKO SIPKHX
3BYKOB B 3TOM KPacHOM

a

KOJIOKOJIBMMKE, KOTOPBIM yKe
MMOTUXOHbKY HAYMHAET 3BY-
yarh JJI1 HAac NpOLIaJbHBIM
3BOHOM...bynb CYaCTIINBA,
ApuHa, KOTOpasi MOXKET BCE!
IMynaerun H.I.

Ne3.
06 ApuHe

ApuHy 5 3Har0 JaBHO, Mbl Y4YH-
JIMch B OHOW 1ikose. Torma s
€€ 3Haja TOJbKO KaK JIEBOUKY,
KOTOpasi BCErJa BBICTYIAET
Ha ULIKOJBHBIX MEPONIPHUSTH-
sIX. 3aTeéM Mbl MOCTYNHIN B
AVIIA, rne curyauusi He Mo-
MEHSJIaCh M OHAa BCE TaK e
BoicTynaet ))) Ho B yHuBep-
CUTETe MBI ONMKE TO3HAKO-
MUJIUCH U s JIy4llle €€ y3Haa.
S nymaro, BCE T€, KTO 3HAET
ApuHy, cornacsTcs, 4To OHa
YEJIOBEK-COIHIIE, OT KOTOPOTO
HCXOJIHUT TOJIBKO TEILIO.
S Bcerga Bocxumanach Apu-
HOMH, MOTOMY YTO OHA TaJaHT-
JINBa, UENEyCTPEMIEHHAs U
IIPOCTO HAIIOJHEHA MOPEM I10-
3uTHBa. XOTEJIOCh OBl TOXKe-
JlaTh HUKOIZIA HE CIIaBaThCs U
WJITA TOJIBKO BIIEPEN, a B TOM,
YTO Y ApHUHBI BCE MOIYUYUTCS,
Jlymaro, HUIKTO HE COMHEBAeT-
col.

Juns KonakoBa

C ApuHOW MBI 3HaIM Jpyr
npyra emé 1o AYIIA. He Be-
pHUTCS, UTO YKE CKOPO OHa BbI-
nyckaetcsa. bmarogaps AYIIA
u tearpy MUPPOPC wmbI
cramu emé Ommwke. C Hell y
MEHSI CBSI3aHbI OJJHU U3 CaMBbIX

SAPKUX MOMCHTOB YHHBCP-

CUTETCKOM
xu3Hu! HemHoro rpycr-
HO, ¥ B TOXE BPEMsI paIoCTHO,
BEJb CKOpO y Heé Ha4HETCS
HOBasl I1aBa KW3HU. B koro-
poii 51 OBI XOTeIa MOYKeNIaTh e
ToJbKO ynauu! ¥ 3Hast Apuny,
s MOTy OBITh yBEpeHa, 4TO y

He€ M Tak Bce MOIyyuTcs!
AuM Anjyuena

Apunna, OpuHa - OrpOMHEN-
mee KOJHYECTBO BECEIBIX
U TEMJIBIX UCTOPUM accolu-
UpYyeTCsl ¢ TBOUM HMEHEM.
Ouenp paja, 4YTO KOTJA-TO
Hamu ¢ TOOOW obmwue aApy-
3bS IO3HAKOMMIIM HAC, U MBI
CIIOBWJIM TPOCTO Hepeab-
HBIA KOHHEKT. Hauumnas ot
MpoOCTO aOCYypAHBIX IIYTOK,
HaJl KOTOPBIMHU MBI 3aJMBa-
JUCh CMEXOM, 3aKaHYHBas
CEepPbE3HBIMU Pa3roBOPaMHU O
JKU3HH, KaXKJIBIH M3 YTUX MO-
MEHTOB HE HMMeEJI OBl TakoH
OoraToil MalIuTphl KPAacoK M
9MOIM 6€3 TBOEro y4acTus.
Hckpenne Bepro, B TBOIO Iie-
JeyCTPEeMIIEHHOCTh,  aMOu-
WA U JKellalo Tede, 4TOOBI
9TH M MHOTHE JPYTHE TBOH
3aMevaTesIbHbIC KayecTBa
pasropanuck B Tebe spue ¢
KaXJIbIM rosioM. OOHSUI-TIpH-
IIOJHSII. . .

Canaum XaJuMoB

OTneyaTtaHo C rOTOBOrO OpUrMHa-MakeTa 3akasumka B Tunorpadum

QoHga «LleHTp nogaepkkn cpeacTs MacCoBOW MHGOpMaLUmy,
r. Buwkek, yn. lopbkoro, 16. Ten.: (0312)530000, www.msc.kg.

Tupax: 1000
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