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Higher Educational Institutions in Kyrgyzstan
1991 - 2015 



Higher Educational Institutions in Kyrgyzstan - 88 

● State owned - 41

● Private - 43

● Other type - 4

● Universities offering programs in English - 12



Higher Educational Institutions in Kyrgyzstan 

Bishkek -
55

Issyk Kul - 3

Jalal Abad -7 Nayn - 2

Osh - 8

Batken - 4

Talas - 1 Chui - 8



National Policy & Legislation

● Lifelong learning, affordability and accessibility
● Law of the Kyrgyz Republic “On Education”
● Education Development Program for 2021-2040 
● National concept of e-learning
● Rating and evaluation of research organizations and 

researchers 



Law on Education

● equal rights to quality education

● accessibility and quality of educational services provided 

by the education system for sustainable development

● the humanistic nature of education, aimed at forming in 

students a scientific view of the world and a harmonious 

system of universal and national values

● orientation to the achievements of national and world 

science and international experience

● academic freedom of educational organizations, academic 

honesty



Education Development Program for 2021-2040 

Key Objectives

● Ensuring fair and equal access

● Ensuring the quality of education

● Effective management and financing



Education Development Program for 2021-2040 

Issues to address 

● weak presence of research in the activities of higher education 

institutions and low efficiency of scientific research. The amount of 

funds allocated to research is 0.08% of GDP

● obsolete material and technical facilities of universities, which does not 

correspond to the development pace of modern technologies

● insufficient autonomy of universities, including in matters of education 

content and management, which does not allow universities to respond 

to quickly to changing conditions.



Education Development Program for 2021-2040 

Focus areas 

● Development of the leading universities of the republic 

to participate in the world rankings of universities.

● Structure and content of higher professional education 

programs.

● Improving qualification of the staff

● System of quality assurance of higher professional 

education.



University libraries 

● Administration
● Infrastructure 
● Resources 
● Services 
● Staff
● Partnership 



University libraries 

● Part of Academic Affairs, Research Department or 
other unit

● Learning, teaching and research
● Collection development 
● Textbooks provision 
● Low connectivity in the regions



Resources and Services 

● Print collections 
● Electronic resources by subscription 
● Electronic libraries 
● Repositories 
● Instruction sessions
● Research assistance 
● Publication guidance



E-resources in university libraries

2001 - Partnership with EIFL Consortium

2002 - Countrywide subscription to EBSCO resources

2004-2006 - Training for librarians and users

2008 - 2010 - Open Access initiatives in the country

2014 - Open Educational Resources (OER). 

National projects on open electronic libraries. 

2018 - Countrywide subscription to Web of Science

2023 - 2024 - Consortia subscription to Scopus

2025 - Transformative Agreement with Cambridge University Press 



Transformative Agreement - Cambridge University Press

● Negotiated by American University of Central Asia 

● Covers all universities in the country 

● Access to 420 high rank journals in humanities and 

social sciences

● Opportunities to publish in Open Access Journals 



CUP Usage  - January - May ‘25

CUP Usage  -
January -
May ‘25



E-resource development models

Institutional collections 

Subscription resources 

OA and OER

Archiving & repositories 

https://library.auca.kg/databases/

http://library.manas.edu.kg/index.php/kg/

Corporate (consortia) access 

Open access archives https://kyrlibnet.kg/ru/#

Consortium subscription (EBSCO, Taylor & Francis)

https://library.auca.kg/databases/
http://library.manas.edu.kg/index.php/kg/
https://kyrlibnet.kg/ru/


E-resource access models

International projects 

Research4Life  https://www.research4life.org/

JSTOR - special offers for transition countries 

EIFL Consortium  https://www.eifl.net/

DOAJ  https://doaj.org/

https://www.research4life.org/
https://www.eifl.net/
https://doaj.org/


Open Access Repositories

● KyrlibNet Open Archive http://arch.kyrlibnet.kg/

● American University of Central Asia Digital Repository
https://dspace.auca.kg/

● Rare Books and Manuscripts https://manuscript.bizdin.kg
● Institutional Repository OSCE Academy https://mt.osce-

academy.kg/

http://arch.kyrlibnet.kg/
https://dspace.auca.kg/
https://manuscript.bizdin.kg
https://mt.osce-academy.kg/


https://dspace.auca.kg/

https://dspace.auca.kg/

https://dspace.auca.kg/
https://dspace.auca.kg/


OSCE ACADEMY https://mt.osce-academy.kg/

https://mt.osce-academy.kg/


KyrlibNet Open Archive http://arch.kyrlibnet.kg/

http://arch.kyrlibnet.kg/


DOAJ 

MANAS : Journal of Engineering
ISSN: 1694-7398 (Online)    http://journals.manas.edu.kg/mjen/index.php Blind peer review
Subject: Technology: Engineering (General). Civil engineering (General).

Eurasian Journal of Business and Economics 
ISSN: 1694-5948 (Print); 1694-5972 (Online)   http://www.ejbe.org/ Double blind peer review
Subject: Social Sciences: Commerce: Business.

Heart Vessels and Transplantation
1694-7886 (PRINT) / 1694-7894 (ONLINE) http://hvt-journal.com/ Double blind peer review

Subject: Medicine: Internal medicine: Specialties of internal medicine: Diseases of the circulatory (Cardiovascular) 

system.

https://doaj.org/toc/1694-7398
http://journals.manas.edu.kg/mjen/index.php
https://doaj.org/toc/1694-5972
http://www.ejbe.org/
http://hvt-journal.com/




Associations and Partnerships

● Electronic Libraries Association
● Public Association of Librarians 
● International EIFL Consortium  



Partnership with EIFL 

● Electronic resources - free or discounted 
● APC waivers - OA journals - 14 major publishers 
● OA promotion and capacity building 
● Intellectual Property and Copyright 
● 2017 - Marrakesh Treaty - Libraries as authorized 

entities
● Equal access - ABC Consortium - services for 

visually impaired or other print disabled



First Transborder Exchange 



Professional Development 

● 2022 - Open Access for Universities

● 2023 - Managing Electronic Resources 

● 2024 - Digital Technologies for Libraries 



Collaboration 

● AUCA and regional universities 

● September 2023- June 2024 

● Strengthening access to subscription based and open e-

resources for universities countrywide

● Training for over 700 participants in 7 regions

● Support and consultations to university libraries 





Sharing Knowledge and Practices

Open Access to Scientific Knowledge: 

Practical Guide  

by AUCA

Kyrgyz https://dspace.auca.kg/handle/123456789/2773

Russian https://dspace.auca.kg/handle/123456789/2772

Attribution Sharealike 4.0 International

https://dspace.auca.kg/handle/123456789/2773
https://dspace.auca.kg/handle/123456789/2772


Sharing Knowledge and Practices

E-resources in Educational Organizations: 

Practical Guide

by AUCA and Naryn State University 

Kyrgyz:  https://dspace.auca.kg/handle/123456789/2798

Russian: https://dspace.auca.kg/handle/123456789/2797 

Attribution Sharealike 4.0 International

https://dspace.auca.kg/handle/123456789/2798
https://dspace.auca.kg/handle/123456789/2797


9 sessions 
9 speakers 
550 + participants

Reaching Wider Academic Community  

Topics

• Publishing Models and Opportunities
• Choosing Journals for Publication 
• Researcher’s Profile
• AI tools for Researchers 

Partners

• AUCA 
• Karasayev Bishkek State University 
• Osh State University 
• Arabaev Kyrgyz State University 
• EIFL Consortium 
• EBSCO Information Services 
• State Agency for Intellectual Property and 

Innovations 



MOU with National Library of Kazakhstan
IFLA/PAC Regional Center 



Directions

● Professional training of librarians 

● Continuing professional development 

● Libraries as multifaceted partners 



Questions?
Thank you!

bekbalaeva_j@auca.kg

mailto:bekbalaeva_j@auca.kg

