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What is Bridwell Press?
● University-Based Press
● Open Access
● E-books Freely Available Globally
● Double Publishing Options: E- & Print
● Developing 12+ Academic and Literary Series
● Focuses on Translations
● Seeks Underrepresented Languages
● Bilingual Publications
● Historical & Literary Works
● Academic Peer-reviewed
● Niche Texts (e.g. shorter/longer works)
● Creative approaches
● Customized service
● Most publishing costs covered
● Seeks At-Risk Cultural Texts, Works



SMU Press
Dallas, TX  1920s-1930s

Founded in 1920s along with 
the Southwest Review at 
SMU. Didnʼt begin  
publishing academic titles 
till 1937

Oldest Texas Press
50+ Years of Excellence

Under Otis Maxwell Jr., SMU 
Press became a reputable 
publishing enterprise. It 
would become the oldest 
academic (university) press 
in the state of Texas.

Adaptability h Decline
Closes between 2010-2015

For a number of reasons, 
the SMU Press faced 
challenges of cost and 
adaptability. Between 2010 
and 2015 it gradually shut 
down.

Bridwell Press @SMU
New Model Begins in 2022

With a renewed interest in 
publishing in an open 
access, digitally adaptable, 
and fast-changing 
environment, Bridwell 
Library launches Bridwell 
Press in 2022.

THE STORY



KEY DATES & ACTIONS of BRIDWELL PRESS

2022: Launch with conceptually broad idea of supporting creative 
academic works h translations

2023: Continue developing and refining mission; greater outreach and 
engagement with authors.

2024: Refining process, professionalization, evaluating staffing needs, 
establish first major partnerships (Project Poetica, NYU, and JWP)

2025: Consolidating professional academic series editorial boards h 
appropriate staffing; meets highest level of production under SMU 
Press; first books receive awards



New Poetry Submissions

Award 
Winning

Project Poetica Journal of Praise and 
Worship

NYU Initiative on Global 
Italian Religious Networks

World Methodist 
Studies

INAUGURAL SERIES

New 
Scholarship Fills Gap

Global

New 
Scholarship Global

Major 
Partners

New 
Scholarship International

Intercultural Nominations



LEADERS
David Caplan (l.) founder 
of Project Poetica

Katie Condon (m.)
director of Project Poetica

Marcell Steuernagel (r.)
founding editor of JPW

Project Poetica

David Caplan
Project Poetica

Katie Condon
Journal of Praise and Worship

Marcell Steuernagel



NYU GLIRN

17+
SCHOLARS 

8+ (JPW)

5+ (Project Poetica)

15+
INSTITUTIONS

8+ (JPW)

2 (Project Poetica)

2+
PUBLICATIONS PER YEAR

1 (JPW)

10+ (Project Poetica)



Cambodian Culture
Fall 2025

East & Central Asia
Fall 2025

Armenian Culture

Spring 2026
Eastern Christianity
Fall 2025

Spanish/Portuguese
Fall 2025

Art h Culture
Fall 2025

Travels in Translation
Summer 2026

Education h Technology

Spring 2026

DEVELOPING SERIES



Writings of Yang 
Zengxin

Classical and Early 
20th Century Chinese

Tatar Poetry h Literature Kazakh Poetry h Literature Uyghur Poetry h Literature

EAST h CENTRAL ASIA SERIES (Translations)

Multiple Novels Early Kazakh 
Novels 20th Century Works



Partnering Faculty & Institutions

0
1
REGENSBURG UNIVERSITY (GER)

Partnership on Cultural Heritage Preservation 
and “At-Risk” Culture

0
2

TOWSON UNIVERSITY (USA)

Partnership on Travels in Translation Series
0
3
MEXICO CITY/MONTERREY (MEX)

Partnership on Early Spanish Manuscripts 
Preservation and Translation project; AND 
partnership on US-Mexico Law scholarship



Open Access 
Publishing



Fulcrum Platform & 
Michigan Publishing

Fulcrum is a community-based, 
open-source publishing platform that 
helps publishers present the full 
richness of their authors' research 
outputs. Our design principles are 
flexibility, durability, discoverability, 
accessibility, and integrity.



ADVANTAGES of OPEN ACCESS 
& PRINT-ON-DEMAND

Diamond Open Access:
No cost for author or reader (Bridwell)

Gold Open Access:
Free for readers, but author or institution pays 
for access/publishing

Green Open Access:
Earlier versions of text made available by 
author, while final version may be behind 
paywall determined by publisher



Fulcrum’s Reach

Nearly 50 Universities are 
part of a publishing 
consortium called LEVER 
PRESS, which provides
support in OA Publishing. 
Other stand-alone Fulcrum 
users are Aberdeen 
(Scotland) and UVM (USM)

QUICK TI
Try right clicking on a photo and 
using "Replace Image" to show 
your own photo.



BRIDWELL PRESS VISION 2030+

2024

BEGIN FORMALIZING 
PARTNERS

2025

REACHES FORMER 
SMU PRESS CAPACITY

2026

ENHANCE 
INTERNATIONAL 
REACH

2028

ALL MAJOR SERIES 
ESTABLISHED

2030

COMPETITIVE 
INTERNATIONAL OA 
PRESS



SCHOLAR-DRIVEN ACQUISITION & EDITORIAL BOARDS

Academic specialists 
work with Bridwell 
Press publishing team to 
facilitate projects; Press 
Director, Operations & 
Publishing Staff

EDITORIAL BOARD PUBLISHER / STAFF



Website Redesign University site and 
portal to e-books & 
purchases

Fulcrum portal & site to access 
e-books and/or purchase hard 
copies



Central Asia Focus
To identify underrepresented areas of human knowledge, 
scholarship, manuscript identification and recovery, 
literature and poetry, and more.

1. |  Manuscript studies

2. | Pre-1950 works; other untranslated (r. К. Жантөшев)

3. |  Literature broadly defined

4. |  Underrepresented languages, cultures

5. | Regional studies (e.g. r. Түгөлбай Сыдыкбеков)



\

Ideas for Publishing About 
Central Asia?

INFINITE?Duíation

CompanQ Nams Píojsct Nams Month / Ysaí


