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Broaden                                                               your horizons 
with a liberal arts education based on the American 
model. Explore a wide range of fascinating 
subjects. Ignite your passion for learning. Break 
free from convention. Take advantage of our multi-
disciplinary approach to learning and design 
your own path. Find new ways to understand 
the world around you and your place in it. Earn 
a degree in law and supplement it with a minor 
in sociology to prepare you for a career working 
on government policy.  Satisfy your love for logic 
with a degree in software engineering while you 
develop your artistic talents with courses in fine 
arts.  Are you driven to succeed in the competitive 
realm of international business?  Go for a double 
major in International and Comparative Politics 
and Business Administration or Economics.  In 
addition to earning a Kyrgyz State Diploma, upon 
graduation you will receive an American-style 
bachelor’s or master’s degree that is recognized 
worldwide, opening even more doors for you to 
pursue your dreams.

Preparatory Program: Computer Basics, English, Math, Study 
Skills, and TOEFL Preparation.

Undergraduate Majors: American Studies, Business 
Administration, Cultural Anthropology and Archeology, Economics, 
European Studies, International and Comparative Politics, 
Journalism, Law, Psychology, Sociology, and Software Engineering. 

Selected Minors: Comparative Literature, German Studies, Public 
Administration, Translation (Spanish), Translation and Interpretation 
(English), and Teaching English as a Second Language.

Modern Foreign Languages: Arabic, Chinese, English, French, 
German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Kyrgyz, Russian, Spanish, and 
Turkish.

Graduate Program: Master’s in Business Administration (MBA).

AUCA Programs

Mathematics     3
Computer Science    3
Natural Sciences    3
Critical Skills     3
Research Methods     3
English Composition   6
History and Culture of Kyrgyzstan  3
Russian or Kyrgyz Language   6
Social Sciences and Humanities  12
Total     42

General Education Requirements
Required Subjects Credits
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Financier and philanthropist George Soros 
congratulates a new graduate at the 
Commencement ceremony of 2003.
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Discover

“I love AUCA, because here we 
not only have quality education, 
but there is real democracy.”

Gulbara Kurmanbaeva ’09, 
Sociology

In 1991, as independence swept across Central Asian countries, the region advanced deliberately into a fast-changing world of free markets and 
democracy.  Leadership from a new generation provided a fresh perspective on how economic resources, information, and personal freedom could be 
nurtured in an open society.  This wave of change spurred new ideas in the educational system resulting in the establishment of the Kyrgyz-American 
School (KAS) within the Kyrgyz State National University (KSNU) in Bishkek in 1993.   

 KAS experienced such dramatic growth over the next four years that it could no longer remain a school within KSNU and was poised to become 
an independent institution.  In 1997, by a decree of the President of Kyrgyzstan, KAS became the American University in Kyrgyzstan  (AUK), and an 
independent, international Board of Trustees was established as the governing body.    

AUK was soon admired internationally as a university based on the American liberal arts tradition of free and critical inquiry.  Young scholars from 30 
countries soon arrived for this new approach to education in Central Asia.  In 2002, due to the University’s expanded mission and future vision, the Board of 
Trustees changed the name to reflect the University’s regional significance: the American University of Central Asia. 

 As AUCA emerges from its founding years, the University has established its reputation for dedication to democratic values, individual freedoms and 
the spirit of innovation, and it has played an important and central role in the educational system of this fast changing region.  In a few short years the 
University has become one of the academic leaders in the Central Asian region.  Founded on the liberal arts tradition and with self-governance, AUCA looks 
confidently to the future. 

“AUCA is the Harvard of 
Central Asia, the best university 
of Central Asia. In terms of 
academic freedom, there is no 
comparison in the region. You can 
express your thoughts freely; you 
have freedom to research whatever 
you want.”

Arslan Jymaniyazov ‘07, 
American Studies

                                                                  how a truly 
free, open, and honest academic environment 
creates the most fertile ground for learning.  
Freedom of expression, the freedom to share 
and debate your opinions and beliefs, is a 
carefully guarded liberty at AUCA.  This culture 
of intellectual openness and acceptance has a 
profound impact on the quality of work and 
discussions and nurtures an enthusiasm for 
learning seldom found at other universities in 
the region.  You will have confidence in knowing 
that your dedication to rigorous study will be 
rewarded; at AUCA every student’s merit is judged 
by his or her hard work, creativity, initiative, and 
commitment to learning.

Brief History of AUCA



6
an
AUCA
education

Develop
                                                              valuable critical thinking 
skills while working through a rigorous curriculum. The 
student-centered, active learning approach employed in 
AUCA classrooms constantly challenges you to understand 
the subjects you study. In order to truly master the material, 
and formulate arguments that support your assertions, our 
approach teaches you how to learn. This is a valuable skill in 
today’s global marketplace. Employers across Central Asia 
and beyond are searching for bright, young leaders with the 
ability to effectively analyze problems and reflect critically, to 
adapt to the ever-changing workplace, and to think creatively 
and independently.  

A vital component of our active, critical approach to learning 
is our highly qualified and dedicated faculty.  Over 170 
faculty members, including 39 foreigners, many of whom 
have earned advanced degrees outside of Central Asia, 
bring their global perspectives and their wealth of academic 
and private sector experience to the classroom every day.  
They have worked as journalists, lawyers, ambassadors, 
entrepreneurs, marketing directors, and project managers.  
And with a student to instructor ratio of 10 to 1, you are 
guaranteed to receive the personal attention and guidance 
not found at many other universities.

“At AUCA, I’ve learned 
to think critically about 
practically everything, be it 
my own opinions or those of 
others. My self-confidence 
has increased, and I’ve 
grown aware of my potential 
as a leader.”

Selbi Hanova ‘07, 
American Studies

“The main factor that 
contributed to my academic 
success at AUCA was the 
encouragement of critical 
thought. Everything else 
greatly contributed to 
academic success, but of 
the utmost importance 
was precisely this drive to 
employ a critical approach to 
learning.” 

Konstantin Sudakov ‘01, 
Journalism, currently 
at Sony Pictures 
Entertainment, U.S.A.



an International 
         Faculty

USA  
17

Turkey  
8

Germany  
3

China  
2

South 
Africa  

1

Kazakhstan  
1

Serbia  
1

UK  
1

Russia  
1

Canada  
1

The 
Netherlands  

1

Philippines  
1

Cuba  
1

Kyrgyzstan  
191

From left to right: 
Jonathan Chang, English Language, U.S.A.; 
Lance Tillman, English Language, U.S.A.; 
Martin Ossewaarde, Natural Sciences, the Netherlands; 
Okon Akiba, International and Comparative Politics, Canada.
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Stand out                                                                        from the 
crowd.  As an AUCA graduate, you will carry a 
reputation for having high levels of intelligence, 
creativity and professionalism.  Local and regional 
employers will actively recruit you because of this 
reputation. AUCA alumni work at the region’s most 
successful corporations and NGOs, including Asia 
Universal Bank, the World Bank, Proctor & Gamble, 
Deloitte & Touche, and the Soros Foundation. If 
you decide to pursue an advanced degree, you will 
find that you are well prepared for the demands 
of graduate school. AUCA graduates have studied 
at exceptional institutions like Harvard Business 
School, Yale, London School of Economics, and the 
Sorbonne.

“AUCA indeed prepared me 
well for both the academic and 
professional challenges of post-
graduate life. Most importantly, 
AUCA cultivates freedom of 
thought, traditions of disciplined 
formal logic and critical skills 
in writing. AUCA is a unique 
place in Central Asia that brings 
together students and faculty 
members from a variety of 
cultures, creating a microcosm 
of the world in Bishkek. All 
of this obviously prepares 
graduating students for the major 
challenges of the world outside the 
university.” 

Shairbek Juraev ‘04, 
International and Comparative 
Politics, MS International 
Affairs, London School of 
Economics, Research Director 
at the Institute for Public 
Policy (IPP) in Bishkek

“When we talk to employers in 
Almaty and Moscow, they say 
they love our students, and they 
tell us constantly that when they 
are hiring from Central Asia, they 
only look at a few institutions 
and AUCA is definitely at the 
top of their list. Why?  Because 
AUCA graduates are smart and 
articulate, they speak fluent 
English, and they are very well 
prepared.”

Scott Horton, AUCA Trustee

Where Graduates Study
AUCA, International University of Kyrgyzstan
The Sorbonne
International University-Bremen, Berlin Free University, Humboldt University, University of Trier
University of Groningen, University of Amsterdam, Rotterdam Business School
Central European University
Moscow State University, Moscow School of Social and Economical Sciences
London School of Economics, University of Manchester
Harvard Business School, Notre Dame University, Indiana University Law School, Pace 
University, Georgetown University, University of North Carolina, University of Denver, Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy, Princeton University, Georgia Tech, Yale School of Management, 
Syracuse University, Thunderbird School of Management, Notre Dame University, Oklahoma 
State University

Kyrgyz Republic
France

Germany
Holland

Hungary
Russia

United Kingdom
U.S.A.



Where Graduates Work
National Australia Bank, Maddern Financial Advisers
Daimler Chrysler, DHL, German Research Center for Artificial Intelligence, IBM, Cisco Systems, Citigroup, Deutsche Bank, EBRD, Charles 
River Associates, Amnesty International, The Monitor Group – Europe
ACCELS, Asian Development Bank, Kumtor Gold Company, Turkish Airlines, UNDP, USAID, World Bank, European Children’s Fund, 
Institute for Public Policy, Deloitte & Touche, Coalition for Democracy and Civil Society, Ermex Group, Pyramid Media, The Times of Central 
Asia, MNT Consulting, Proctor & Gamble, Demir International Bank, Counterpart International, Dordoi Association, National Bank of the 
Kyrgyz Republic, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Education and Culture, Kyrgyz Altyn, Reemstma, Helvetas, 
Carana and Pragma Corporations, BITEL, AREOPAG, Gosenergosbyt, Central Asian Group, KOORT, Vecherny Bishkek, Internews Agency
European Commission, Central Asia Resource Center, ABE Corporation, Colliers International, Sayat Zolshy and Partners, Zhelderstroi LLP, 
Ernst & Young, KazKommertz Bank
McKinsey & Company, Asia Universal Bank, Moscow TeleSystems, Russian Medical Center, Akmalko
World Bank, Midwest Management Group, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Ernst & Young, Aguirre International, Sony 
Entertainment, UBS Financial Services, National Endowment for Democracy

Australia
Europe

Kyrgyz Republic

Kazakhstan

Russia
U.S.A.

AUCA Trustee Emita Hill presents Temirlan 
Moldogaziev ’00, International and 
Comparative Politics, with the James Wade 
Emison III Alumni Leadership Award at 
the 2006 Commencement.  He is currently 
pursuing a Ph.D. in public finance at Indiana 
University.
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Share                                            the incredible diversity of cultures, beliefs, 
experiences and talents of AUCA students and faculty, who come from 
all over the region and the world and bring with them a universe of 
unique perspectives.  Enjoy the variety of performances, ethnic foods 
and traditional costumes that fill the hallways during Diversity Week. 
Experience your first Nooruz or Thanksgiving feast.  Learn Tajik folk 
dancing.  Hear the stories of your classmates who traveled thousands 
of kilometers to be the first in their families to go to college. Travel with 
your roommate to her family’s village near Osh and experience the warm 
embrace of Kyrgyz hospitality.

“The students and professors 
here make our University unique. 
While getting involved in our 
community, I have learned a lot 
about the cultures of different 
countries (Kazakhstan, USA, 
Afghanistan and many others.) I 
know that in my country, where 
there aren’t any international 
universities, I wouldn’t be able 
to get acquainted with different 
cultures like I can here at AUCA.” 

Gulnara Karaeva ‘08, 
American Studies

International Students – Citizenship

Afghanistan 47
Belorussia 1
China 10
Germany 1
Great Britain 1
Iran 2
Israel 1
Kazakhstan 23
Pakistan 1

Russia 13
South Korea 22
Sweden 1
Tajikistan 24
Turkey 4
Turkmenistan 114
USA 23
Uzbekistan 34
Vietnam 1

Total  323
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Connect                                                               with your new 
lifelong friends.  AUCA prides itself on the richness 
of its social life, with an events calendar brimming 
with cultural and recreational events.  Meet your 
new best friends who share your love for theater in 
the Debut Club.  Experience the thrill of winning 
another business competition with your Students 
in Free Enterprise (SIFE) teammates.  Build 
camaraderie with your classmates as you catch 
a pass and learn the rules of American football.  
Share laughs and strengthen bonds with fellow 
volunteers working late into the night to create the 
best Junior Ball ever. 

 “Why did I choose AUCA? In 
my last year in high school, I came 
to the Open Doors Day at AUCA 
with some of my classmates and 
fell in love with this University. I 
liked the show that was presented 
for the newcomers, and I liked 
people’s faces: they were smiling 
and happy. Most of all I liked the 
atmosphere of friendliness, home, 
and family. AUCA is a big family. 
I know that after I graduate I will 
still have many good friends from 
here. And I know that AUCA 
alumni help each other and work 
together. AUCA is the place 
that creates strong connections 
through friendship that will help 
students in the future.”
  
Meerim Kuchukeyeva ‘09, 
Journalism

“As soon as we arrived, the 
students at AUCA were not 
only accepting of us, but also 
were truly happy to see us. I 
felt like we were suddenly part 
of a big Central Asian family 
that we didn’t even know about 
before. Now, it’s so great that one 
semester later I can walk through 
the main doors and know almost 
everyone I see by name. Upon 
arrival I immediately met the staff 
in the student activities office. 
They were incredibly helpful and 
have been providing amazing 
opportunities to engage us as 
students. I received my M.Ed. 
in Student Affairs in Higher 
Education Administration at 
Wright State University and I can 
easily say that the Diversity Week 
here was the best that I have ever 
seen. Universities in America 
could learn valuable lessons from 
AUCA.”

Katrina Frazee, American 
student of Russian language
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AUCA students provide 
entertainment and holiday 

cheer for the children of the 
Meerim Bulagy Orphanage 

near Issyk Kul.
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Serve                                            the community in which 
we live and learn.  We are not living on an island 
at AUCA; we are interdependent with the people 
of Bishkek and the Kyrgyz Republic. We work 
hard sharing our energy and talents to build 
connections and improve the lives of those around 
us.  Participate in an academic conference on 
women’s studies with scholars from neighboring 
universities.   Join the Amnesty International Club 
and organize leadership workshops for village 
children.  Organize a charity drive for the local 
children’s hospital.  Work with the elderly in a 
retirement home providing much needed comfort 
and company. 

“I was one of eighteen volunteers 
from the AUCA Alumni 
Association and the Debut 
student theater troupe who  
brought gifts and a dramatic 
interpretation of a Christmas 
tale to the children of the Meerim 
Bulagy Center, an orphanage in 
the village of Ak-Bulun in the 
eastern Issyk-Kul region. All 
the way to the orphanage we 
rehearsed the performance for the 
Christmas dinner, breaking only 
for snacks and sleep. Eight hours 
on the road from Bishkek to Ak-
Bulun did not tire anybody, and 
when we got out of the van and 
breathed in the exhilarating air of 
Issyk-Kul we got a jolt of energy 
and quickly took our costumes 
and gifts out of the car and 
prepared to entertain the children. 
We followed our performance with 
exciting games, which pleased the 
kids to no end.” 

Maxim Poletaev ‘10, 
Journalism

“My experiences with the 
Amnesty International club 
were amazing. We went to rural 
schools and conducted leadership 
trainings for teenagers on 
weekends. These teenagers grew 
up, and I meet them in Bishkek 
from time to time. They are 
using what we talked about in 
their villages: leadership skills, 
tolerance, and activism. It makes 
me very proud to have been a part 
of this project. 
AUCA is like a big information 
center; it’s on the walls and it’s 
in the halls when students are 
talking about how they spend 
their time outside AUCA. We had 
dozens of different activities at 
AUCA from helping poor people 
to building houses to volunteering 
at election monitoring hotlines. 
These experiences made me an 
activist. It’s impossible to stop 
now.” 

Anna Kirey ’03, Sociology, 
MA Peace and Gender 
Studies, University for Peace, 
MA Social Work candidate, 
Goteborg University, Sweden 
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Enjoy                                           the cultural diversity of 
Bishkek and the awe-inspiring natural beauty of the 
Kyrgyz Republic.  Bishkek, considered the greenest 
capitol of Central Asia, offers a unique urban 
setting for living and studying, with dozens of 
parks and tree-lined streets and a vibrant arts and 
café culture. The Kyrgyz National Opera and Ballet 
Theater, the Russian Drama Theater, the Kyrgyz 
Drama Theater, the National History Museum 
and the National Philharmonic Hall are all within 
easy walking distance of campus. Called the 
“Switzerland of Central Asia,” the Kyrgyz Republic 
also offers endless opportunities for outdoor fun 
and exploration all year round.  The breath-taking 
Ala-Too Mountains are just a 30-minute drive 
south of the city, and the beaches and warm waters 
of beautiful Lake Issyk Kul lie just four hours 
east of Bishkek. On any given weekend you can 
find yourself hiking, biking, horseback riding, 
swimming, camping, skiing, or snowboarding.

“I love hiking in the mountains here, especially up to Golubin 
Glacier in Ala Archa National Park near Bishkek, and also 
to Lake Ala Kul near Karakol.  I enjoy the test of my physical 
and mental strength.  When you hike up to the glacier with 
all of your equipment, it’s a real challenge.  I gain a whole 
new perspective on my life and my friends.  And it’s simply 
beautiful.  The trail up to Lake Ala Kul is amazing because you 
hike through all kinds of natural environments, thick forests, 
alpine meadows, and white-water streams. When you reach 
the lake, it has the most amazing shade of blue. If I ever leave 
Bishkek, the first things I will miss are the fantastic mountains 
and lakes.” 

Anna Vasilchenko ‘07, Journalism



Nikita Ryzhih ‘08, Psychology, performs with his band Tango of 
Dreams at a popular Bishkek rock club. Enjoying the sun and the snow at a ski base just outside of Bishkek.

Sunset at Ala Too Square in the heart of Bishkek, a brief walk from the AUCA campus.
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Degree Programs
Opening Minds and Challenging Assumptions

American Studies  ............................................................................................................. 20
Business Administration  ........................................................................................... 22
Cultural Anthropology and Archaeology  .................................................24
Economics  ................................................................................................................................ 26
European Studies  .............................................................................................................. 28
International and Comparative Politics  ....................................................... 30
Journalism  ................................................................................................................................32
Law  ................................................................................................................................................. 34
Psychology  .............................................................................................................................. 36
Sociology ................................................................................................................................... 38
Software Engineering  .................................................................................................. 40
Master’s in Business Administration ............................................................. 42

“The small class size was a very 
important factor in being able to 
actively participate in the learning 
process.  We had a few faculty 
members who had full-time jobs 
in their fields and were teaching 
part-time.  It made subjects 
more applied than theoretical, 
which certainly made them more 
interesting.” 

Nargiza Hakimova ’99, 
Business Administration, 
Investment Accountant, 
National Australia Bank



20
an
AUCA
education

For more than two centuries the United 

States has struggled to create “a more perfect 

union,” a land where opportunity and 

success are open to all who strive for their 

dreams.  In the American Studies program, 

you can explore the rich history of this 

struggle, the people, the movements, and 

the culture. You will enjoy the rich tapestry 

of American literature, woven by the great 

American writers of the past 200 years, and 

get to know the people who helped shape 

this great experiment in democracy. Upon 

graduation from the program, you will 

have gained English fluency and a deep 

understanding of the literature, arts, history, 

politics, and society of the United States, as 

well as the American way of thinking.  

American Studies
The department offers a bachelor of arts 

degree in American Studies, as well as 

minors in Comparative Literature and 

Cultural Studies.  Many students in the 

department choose summer internships or 

fieldwork to gain practical experience and 

exposure to possible careers.  They work 

at organizations like the U.S. Embassy in 

the Kyrgyz Republic, UNICEF, Counterpart 

International, and in other NGOs or 

private firms in their respective countries.  

Applicants must demonstrate proficiency in 

English by taking the TOEFL examination, 

completing a separate essay, and passing an 

oral exam at AUCA.

 “Teaching is more 
than a profession, it is 
a vocation for me.  I 
feel that there’s more to 
it than just imparting 
knowledge. We teachers 
also instill values, 
whether these values 
are moral, political, or 
social. Here at AUCA, 
I really enjoy the 
diversity. Because of 
this, teaching becomes 
more challenging 
and interesting. It 
pushes me to find 
more creative ways to 
approach my courses. 
I also enjoy meeting 
and discovering all 
types of people and 
personalities, whether 
they are bright, 
talented, eccentric, etc.”  

Professor Bernadette 
Mary Conde, chair of 
the American Studies 
Department

Undergraduate Studies
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Where Graduates Work 
The Soros Foundation; Muskie Foundation; International Trade Center; USAID; Freedom House; AUCA; The Ulker Company; 
Reemstma-Kyrgyzstan; U.S. Embassy-Kyrgyz Republic; Manas Holding Company; and Proctor and Gamble-South Korea.

Where Graduates Study 
OSCE Academy, Kyrgyz Republic; Indiana University, U.S.A.; The Heidelberg Center for American Studies, Germany; Ruhr 
University, Germany; University of Notre Dame, U.S.A.; Middle Eastern Technical University, Turkey; Complutense University 
of Madrid, Spain; Warsaw University, Poland; and Central European University, Hungary.
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When you enter the Business Administration 
Program, widely recognized as one of the top 
business programs in the region, you will be 
on your way to joining the next generation of 
ethical business leaders and entrepreneurs in 
Central Asia. The Business Administration 
Program is the most competitive program to 
enter at AUCA, but when you graduate from 
the program, you will be highly sought after 
by top local and international businesses. 
Around 95% of Business Administration 
graduates find employment after graduation. 
You will gain the skills to successfully 
run your own business; manage local and 
international firms; conduct marketing 
research; perform financial planning and 
audits; and formulate projections, assess 
risks and evaluate alternatives in capital 
investment.
 
The program is designed to meet 
international requirements of instruction 
for a bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration. The program also offers a 
minor if you are in a non-business degree 

Business Administration
program, but still wish to broaden your 
education and gain a solid understanding 
of business principles. After the third year, 
an internship is required. Upon successful 
completion of the core business courses, 
students are ready to choose one of the 
following specializations:  Accounting and 
Information Systems; Finance; Investment 
and Banking; Management and Human 
Resources; or Marketing. You will also 
have the opportunity to put your business 
knowledge and teamwork skills to the test by 
joining the Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) 
Club. AUCA SIFE teams have consistently 
taken top honors in national and regional 
business competitions, and have even 
competed in the United States. You can 
also gain experience in the AUCA Business 
Clinic, which is dedicated to developing 
the research and consulting capacity of the 
program’s faculty and students. Directly 
advised by Business Administration 
faculty, you have the chance to provide free 
marketing and consulting services to local 
businesses. 

“I like the way we must 
prepare for seminars, 
and I really appreciate 
that professors 
emphasize presentation 
skills. We are given 
many opportunities 
to practice these 
skills since this will 
be important in the 
working world.  We 
also do a lot of research, 
which helps us 
understand the markets 
we will work in as well 
as research principles.  
We write a lot of 
papers, which helps me 
organize and present 
my thoughts in a clear 
manner.  I also like our 
team projects because in 
the business world you 
will always work with 
teams.” 

Natalie Cherskih 
‘08, Business 
Administration



Where Graduates Work 
World Bank, UNDP, OSCE, USAID, U.S. Embassy-Kyrgyz 
Republic, KPMG, Deloitte & Touche, Kumtor Gold Company, 
KICB, Coca-Cola, Reemtsma, and Demir-Kyrgyzstan 
International Bank.

Where Graduates Study 
Harvard Business School, London School of Economics, Indiana 
University, Central European University, Stockholm School of 
Economics.

“My guiding philosophy in teaching business is to make my students 
as prepared as possible for their future careers, both professionally 
and personally. I teach my students both to think through and analyze 
complex business problems, to communicate and present their ideas 
effectively, and to always conduct themselves professionally and ethically. 
My MBA students are smart, hardworking, and creative. I really enjoy 
working with them. The AUCA Business Administration Program 
remains the top program in the region, but we are always seeking to 
improve it in order to keep up with the evolving business environment.” 

Azamat Akeelev, instructor of Business Administration and chair 
of the MBA Program

Business Administration students smile after 
completing their presentation at a business competition.
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Take advantage of AUCA’s unique 

geographical location at the crossroads of the 

historic Silk Road, where great civilizations 

have converged for centuries, and discover 

how the diverse mix of people of this land 

lived a thousand years ago, and how they live 

today. Unlock the secrets of sacred religious 

sites and ancient settlements. Study the Manas 

epos and tap into the rich oral tradition 

of the Kyrgyz people, the myths of their 

past, and their search for national identity 

in the modern age. Understand the people 

of Kyrgyzstan and you will gain a greater 

understanding of all peoples of Central Asia, 

who share a common history of nomadism 

and migration along the Silk Road. 

Through cultural anthropology you will study 

a wide range of human societies, cultures, 

beliefs, and institutions and gain both a 

comparative and critical way of analyzing the 

 Cultural  Anthropology 
and Archaeology

world. In archaeology you will reconstruct, 

interpret, and bring ancient human societies 

to life through the study of artifacts and 

physical remains such as tools, pottery, 

buildings and shelters, pollen, bone, and 

even garbage. Explore ancient and modern 

worlds through fascinating courses such as 

Anthropology of Islam, History of Central 

Asia, The Great Game: The International 

Competition for Central Asia, and the 

Anthropology of Conflict.  To enhance the 

studies of these two academic disciplines, 

the department organizes exciting fieldwork, 

including ongoing archaeological excavations, 

for students to gain hands-on experience and 

learn the vital skills of field research. Among 

our talented faculty, the majority have studied 

anthropology in the United States and the 

United Kingdom. In addition, every year a 

number of foreign faculty members teach the 

foundation level classes.



Graduates work for a wide range of organizations as program managers and researchers, including the Austrian 

Cultural Project, Aigine Research Center, Swiss-funded Rural Poverty Struggle Project, Counterpart International 

and UNAIDS.  Many others have gone on to pursue advanced degrees at the Max Plank Institute in Switzerland, the 

Institute for Social and European Studies in Hungary, and Edinburgh University in the United Kingdom.
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China, Russia, Kazakhstan, India, Vietnam. 

The fastest growing economies in the world 

are in Asia, and Central Asia is once again 

a vital crossroads and economic link for the 

entire continent.  Now more than ever it 

is vital to understand the market-oriented 

economics underlying rapid changes in 

this region. In the Economics Program, you 

will gain the theoretical knowledge and 

analytical skills to jump right into a career 

in the finance, banking, and government 

sectors.  Taking into account the values 

and needs of the Central Asian economic 

community, the program emphasizes the 

issues of economies in transition, as well as 

the phenomenon known as globalization.

Economics
Highly experienced and dedicated faculty 

members provide a demanding curriculum 

in theoretical and applied economics, 

with courses offered in both Russian and 

English.  Dive into courses on macro and 

microeconomics, monetary and banking 

theory, financial accounting, economics of 

the United States, and the public sector.  The 

program prepares students to effectively 

manage both private sector and public 

sector financial challenges by teaching how 

to analyze a wide range of issues from an 

economic perspective and propose effective 

solutions.  The Open Society Institute, part 

of the Soros Foundation Network, provides 

qualified students in the program with 

scholarships that cover part of the tuition.

 “The Economics 
Program is truly 
the BEST in terms 
of developing 
critical thinking and 
independent study 
skills, and it also is the 
TOUGHEST. If one 
can graduate from the 
Economics Program, 
nothing else in life 
will ever be difficult.  
The whole experience 
with the program was 
fabulous, challenging, 
and very interesting. 
Even if I don’t continue 
studying economics at 
the graduate level, I 
have learned so much. 
And I realize now that 
I successfully made the 
biggest investment of 
my life!” 

Vladimir 
Inozemstev ‘07, 
Economics
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Have you ever want to learn French or 

German? Do you wonder how a continent 

with such diverse cultures and a tumultuous 

history could manage to cooperate and 

build such a unique institution like the 

European Union? Do you ever wonder if 

it could happen in Central Asia?  Choose 

a degree in European Studies, the first of 

its kind in Central Asia, and become an 

expert on this fascinating and complex 

region. With the increasing involvement of 

European governments, organizations, and 

corporations in Central Asia, your language 

skills and knowledge about Europe will be in 

high demand. First and second year students 

enroll in program courses with English 

instruction, while third and fourth year 

students take courses taught in their chosen 

European language.

Graduates of the European Studies 

program will be employed in European 

European Studies
and international organizations and NGOs 

operating in the Kyrgyz Republic, in 

local and foreign businesses cooperating 

with European countries, in Kyrgyz 

embassies and consulates abroad, and in 

other governmental agencies.  In addition, 

graduates from the program will be highly 

qualified to find employment in Europe or 

to pursue advanced studies at European 

universities. Full-time faculty members 

include those who have taught in the former 

Austrian and German, French and Anglo-

American Studies Programs. Two full-time 

faculty members have recently earned 

advanced degrees in Europe in linguistics 

and international affairs.  Part-time faculty 

members include Dr. Gisela Zimmerman, 

director of the German Academic Exchange 

Service (DAAD) in Kyrgyzstan, and Dr. 

Franz Eichinger, former ambassador of the 

Federal Republic of Germany in Kyrgyzstan.

“My main goal in class 
is to help students think 
critically.  From my 
experience studying in 
Germany, I realize it 
is vital for the future 
of democracy in this 
country that the current 
generation learns to 
think critically.” 

Seric Beimenbetov, 
instructor of 
European Studies



“I am very grateful to Department Chair Chinara Ryskulova for her outstanding and active participation in the 
building process of the program. She is a great organizer and leader! She encourages us to study very hard, actively 
participate in university life, and do our best to become successful! I also appreciate Seric Beimenbetov, Frau 
Zimmerman, Ten Nadejda and Evgenija Vinogradova for their hard work and efforts to help our program grow! I am 
grateful for their willingness to answer our questions and help us in our decision-making processes all the time, no 
matter what.” 

Regina Molchanova ‘10, European Studies
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Join the International and Comparative 
Politics (ICP) Program, one of the most 
competitive at AUCA, and surround yourself 
with some of the brightest minds engaged 
in analyzing the ever-changing political 
landscapes of Central Asia. Learn about 
the new “Great Game” of Central Asia, 
where emerging powers like Russia, Iran, 
and China compete with the United States 
for influence.  See firsthand how a new 
state like Kyrgyzstan tries to assert its own 
national identity, craft a better constitution, 
and forge an effective democracy.  Explore 
political systems beyond the region through 
an exciting array of courses including 
Russian Foreign Policy, Cyber-politics, 
Political Violence and Terrorism, Human 
Rights and International Law, Comparative 
Constitutional Systems, and Politics of the 
Middle East. Indeed, politics is always at 
your fingertips here; the Kyrgyz Parliament 
sits right across the street. And, you can meet 
representatives of dozens of international 
organizations when they come to speak at 

International and 
Comparative Politics 

numerous lectures, roundtable discussions, 
and conferences every year. 

As a part of the ICP Program you will join 
a growing regional cadre of academic elites 
in international relations, comparative 
politics, political theory, public policy, 
and political economy, and you will be 
prepared to pursue a successful career in 
government, international organizations, 
business, NGOs, or think tanks. ICP faculty 
members passionately believe in using 
an interactive teaching method, whereby 
students are encouraged to express their 
ideas and opinions as active participants. 
Faculty members have extensive lecturing 
and research experience in North America, 
Western Europe, Africa, and Central Asia. 
ICP also actively cooperates with the AUCA 
Social Research Center in researching 
relevant policy areas of security, migration, 
regional cooperation, and the role of religion 
in political life. The program also offers a 
bachelor of arts with Honors for qualified 
students.

“I chose AUCA for its 
system of education 
and its teaching 
approach, the spirit of 
openness and the casual 
atmosphere, the small 
size of the University, 
and the strong ICP 
Program. AUCA’s 
strengths are flexibility, 
a multidisciplinary 
approach, and academic 
freedom.  Instructor 
Emil Juraev is a good 
academic model for 
me. I’m inspired by his 
approach to learning, 
his passion for political 
philosophy, as well as 
his strict obedience 
to academic ethics. I 
appreciate his ‘active’ 
approach to political 
science, seeing it not 
only as a source of 
learning, but also a 
source for social and 
political change.” 

Anvarjon Rahmetov 
‘07, International and 
Comparative Politics



“The ICP program has been crucial to my advancement both at the undergraduate and graduate levels. It is hard to overstress the high academic standards 
set by the ICP faculty. The advantages included the ICP student advisors, the system of honors and thesis writing seminars, independent studies credits, 
challenging advanced level courses, etc. The latter have especially been useful in preparing me for graduate level work in both Europe and the United 
States.” 

Azamat Sakiev ‘02, International and Comparative Politics, Ph.D. candidate, Syracuse University, U.S.A.
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Find the scoop, chase the lead, conduct 
interviews, write copy, or edit the 
newspaper. Get behind the camera, 
read news on camera, write the script, 
or work at the editing station and 
create professional grade commercials 
and films. The great advantages of the 
AUCA Journalism Program are that 
you can explore all aspects of print and 
broadcast journalism, and there are 
plenty of opportunities to apply what 
you learn. Print journalism students 
gain invaluable experience writing, 
editing, and producing the student 
newspaper, The Star. Public relations 
students acquire practical experience 
completing assignments for the AUCA 
Communications Office. Broadcast 
journalism students have the opportunity 
to develop their skills in the AUCA TV 
Studio, one of the few university TV 

Journalism 
studios in the country fully-equipped 
with industry standard equipment.

Graduates of the program are in high 
demand by the local and international 
media and other employers, such 
as international organizations and 
foundations.  Graduates work as 
broadcast and print journalists, staff 
writers, editors, TV producers, and public 
relations and advertising specialists.  
Some of the organizations employing 
AUCA journalism graduates include local 
TV stations KOORT, NBT, and Pyramid, 
as well as Vecherny Bishkek, Times 
of Central Asia, Internews, Helvetas, 
SDC, and UNDP, among many others.  
A number of graduates have pursued 
advanced degrees abroad, including two 
Indiana University graduates who have 
returned to teach in the department.

“At AUCA I value the 
technology resources, 
the availability of 
research databases, 
and the flexibility 
of designing your 
program.  I like the 
accessibility of the 
faculty too.  Unlike 
the old Soviet system 
where you get nervous 
approaching a professor, 
here everyone is open 
and friendly and 
very approachable.  
Roy Blackwood 
was particularly 
inspirational to me. His 
public relations course 
helped me decide to 
choose that as a career.  
Though demanding, he 
really connected with us 
and showed us what it 
takes to make it in the 
field.” 

Nazira Jorayeva ‘09, 
Journalism



As the director of the TV Studio, and part-time production, programming and 
advertising consultant at the Pyramid TV network, Radik Zulhitjinov certainly 
keeps himself busy. His industriousness and dedication to professionalism helps 
make AUCA’s Journalism Program one of the strongest in Central Asia.  Radik’s 
vast experience in all aspects of broadcast journalism provides students with 
invaluable insight into the industry.  In addition, his firm belief in teaching what 
it means to be a responsible journalist is creating a new generation of journalists 
dedicated to accurate reporting and freedom of the press in the region.

Radik Zulhitjinov
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Stand out from the crowd and study in one 
of the top law programs in the region.  The 
AUCA Law Program stands apart from 
law programs at other regional universities 
by using interactive teaching methods for 
skills-based law courses in English and 
utilizing visiting professors from Europe, 
Australia and the United States. You can 
also gain skills and experience outside the 
classroom by working in the AUCA Legal 
Clinic conducting research, giving free legal 
advice to private citizens, and even providing 
representation in court.  

You may choose to receive a bachelor’s 
degree in law in four years. Then, in order to 
be licensed to practice as an advocate in the 
Kyrgyz Republic, you must complete a fifth 
year and receive a Diploma of Completion 
of the Higher Educational Specialization 
in Jurisprudence from your ministry of 
education. A four-year law program at 
AUCA permits students from countries 
other than Kyrgyzstan to opt for a bachelor’s 
degree in law from AUCA and then complete 

Law 
a fifth year and receive a diploma in their 
home countries. In addition, the program 
offers specialization certificates in business 
law, international law, criminal law, and 
government/administrative law for fifth year 
students.  

Graduates from our law program are making 
an impact in the public and private sectors, 
both locally and abroad.  More than 70 
students have graduated over the past eight 
years, and over 90% have secured work as 
legal experts for well known organizations 
such as Kalikova & Associates Law Firm, 
Kyrgyz Investment Credit Bank, USAID, 
National Society of the Red Cross, Kyrgyz 
Republic Ministry of Justice, European 
Commission in Kazakhstan, and the 
International Criminal Court in The Hague.  
Graduates have chosen to pursue advanced 
degrees at distinguished institutions 
including Indiana University School of Law, 
USA; Bern University, Switzerland; Johann 
Wolfgang Goethe University, Germany; and 
Moscow State University, Russia, to name a few.

“I would like to 
express my gratitude 
and appreciation for 
the chair of the Law 
Department, Elida 
Kanybekovna. The 
knowledge that she 
gives to her students 
strengthens and 
helps them grow 
intellectually. In 
our discussions 
we examine the 
complex relationship 
between states and 
how law regulates 
these relationships. 
Through her classroom 
simulations and 
debates her students 
develop analytical 
skills, which will 
help them in building 
a free society in 
Kyrgyzstan.”

Albina 
Rachmidinova ‘08, 
Law 



Faculty members like Professor 
Gulnara Iskakova are instrumental 
in advancing the mission of the 
Law Program.  She works tirelessly 
on issues of legal reform in the 
Kyrgyz Republic and brings her 
experience and insight into the 
classroom.  In addition to teaching 
full-time in the Law Program, 
Professor Iskakova is a member 
of the UNDP working group of 
the Central Asian Commission 
in drafting amendments to the 
Code of Election of the Kyrgyz 
Republic. Professor Iskakova also 
is a member of several other expert 
working groups focused on issues 
of judicial and law enforcement 
reform, parliamentary procedural 
reform, and electoral reform. In 
addition, Professors Iskakova and 
Nataliya Borisovna participated 
in writing the first textbook on 
not-for-profit law in the Kyrgyz 
Republic, which was supported 
by USAID.  Professor Iskakova 
exemplifies the dedication and 
quality of the Law Program faculty.

Gulnara Iskakova
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Explore the mysteries of the human 

mind and brain chemistry in a course on 

psychopharmacology. Understand what 

factors help shape and define who we are in a 

course on the psychology of the personality. 

Find out what motivates the behavior and 

decisions of individuals and groups in a 

class on organizational and social decision-

making. Gain keen insight into the dynamics 

of human communication in a class on 

neuro-linguistic programming.  Volunteer in 

the Psychology Lab and assist faculty with 

behavioral research projects.  Two program 

tracks allow you to specialize in counseling 

or organizational psychology, but the overall 

knowledge and research skills you gain will 

give you an advantage in any profession, 

from mass communications and marketing to 

business management and law.

The Psychology Program is the first in the 

Kyrgyz Republic to follow the rigorous 

Psychology 
academic standards of psychology programs 

in the United States and is guided by the 

priorities of applied psychology and informed 

by local needs and conditions.  Upon 

successful completion of the program, you 

will be able to provide professional assistance 

within the field of social/organizational 

behavior, counsel specific mental health 

problems, conduct psychological research 

into individual and social behaviors, and 

continue graduate studies in psychology at 

local and overseas universities. The program 

offers innovations to the regional model of 

professional education, based on the principles 

of critical thinking and academic freedom. 

Such an approach to psychology is inherently 

different from the traditional approaches of a 

Soviet-style curriculum. In addition, you can 

gain practical experience in the Psychology 

Lab, which supports research activities, 

assists in teaching psychology, conducts 

scientific research in psychology, and expands 

psychological knowledge in general.

“I love my students. 
I love the support 
and encouragement I 
receive from the AUCA 
administration and 
their great support 
for scientific research 
conducted by the AUCA 
faculty. What do I like 
about AUCA students?  
I can answer this 
question with only one 
word - freedom. I love 
that AUCA students 
have the freedom to 
think critically, to 
express their feelings 
and opinions. They 
can easily and freely 
ask questions, although 
their questions put me 
in a difficult situation 
sometimes. I love that 
my students do not have 
any inward constraints. 
And, I love that my 
students really enjoy 
and respect the courses 
I teach.” 

Dr. Aron Brudnyi, 
professor of 
Psychology



Dr. Brudnyi, professor of psychology and head of the Psychology Lab, is well 
respected around the world for his lifetime of contributions to the field of 
psychology, and well loved at AUCA for his charisma and engaging teaching 
style. He is a member of the Russian Academy of Natural Sciences, the Kyrgyz 
Academy of Sciences, and the California Academy of Science and Education. 
He is the author of the Information Trend Theory, which is widely applied in 
the field of psychology, and he recently completed his 30-year research project 
on human conceptions of time, which is summarized in a recently published 
book, Personetika. He is the author of numerous scientific and fiction books, as 
well as several plays, which have been staged in various Moscow theaters.

Dr. Aron Brudnyi
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The breakup of the Soviet Union led to 
tremendous social changes throughout the 
region, and change continues as the new 
states integrate into the global economy.  How 
do the aspirations of the youth of the region 
differ from their parents?  How does religion 
play a role in times of uncertainty? How does 
labor migration affect the social fabric of rural 
communities? Enter the Sociology Program 
and you can explore these and other burning 
questions facing almost every country in the 
region.  Sociology – the systematic inquiry 
and study of human social life – offers a 
unique perspective for understanding modern 
and historical issues, social structures, 
interpersonal interactions, social stability, and 
processes of transformation. The Sociology 
Program will provide you with a solid 
foundation in sociological research and theory 
and prepare you for work in a variety of 
academic and professional careers

While all Sociology students must complete 
the core sociology courses and the general 
education requirements, you can select 
elective courses that relate to your own 

Sociology 

research and professional interests.  From 
the third semester onwards, students choose 
one of two tracks, “Economy, Polity and 
Society” or “Culture and Society.” Student 
internships are an important part of the 
program.  Students undertake an eight-
week practicum with an organization such 
as UNDP, Counterpart Consortium, OSCE, 
or one of a number of marketing and social 
research organizations.  Another vital aspect 
of the department is the Social Research 
Center (SRC), which has examined such issues 
as bride kidnapping, marriage patterns, mass 
media and political participation, and AIDS 
initiative effectiveness.

Sociology graduates are pursuing advanced 
degrees in institutions such as Aachen 
University, Germany; Ball State University, 
U.S.A.; New York University, U.S.A.; 
Edinburgh University, UK; and Central 
European University, Hungary.  Graduates 
currently work in organizations such as 
PRAGMA, Central Asia-Caucasus Institute, 
SIAR Social and Marketing Research 
Company, TACIS, and BRIEF, among others. 



“The Sociology Program is primarily focused on advancing students’ abilities for social 
inquiry - understanding the important questions that are seldom raised, but which often 
have serious implications for the political, economic, and social programs of policy-
makers. It is my mission to inspire my students, but even a fantastic teacher will have 
difficulty with an uninspired audience.  My students are already inspired to learn, and 
my motivation is derived from the need to perform up to their standards, and my own.” 

David Levy, instructor of Sociology



40
an
AUCA
education

Do you enjoy solving logic problems and 

mathematical equations? Do you like taking 

things apart and figuring out how they work?  

Do you like managing projects from the initial 

idea to the finished product? Are you visually 

creative and enjoy presenting information 

in striking new ways?  Do you enjoy the 

feeling of building something that millions of 

people can use? Then you can channel your 

talents and aptitudes into the field of software 

engineering and find yourself on the path 

to a rewarding career in programming, web 

design, systems and database administration, 

or network and information security.  The 

software engineering program at AUCA 

produces not only technology specialists but 

also intelligent problem solvers with a well-

rounded education who can add valuable 

insight to all aspects of project management. 

The curriculum, based on the Association for 

Computing Machinery (ACM) curriculum 

for a bachelor’s degree in Computer Science, 

has been adapted to the standards set by the 

Software Engineering 
Ministry of Education of the Kyrgyz Republic.  

This includes courses on Java programming, 

computer architecture, hardware, HTML and 

web design, database and information systems 

design, and information security. Each 

course in the program focuses on all aspects 

of large programming projects through 

a combination of classroom lectures and 

computer lab work to deliver both theoretical 

and practical experience. Upon completion of 

the degree, you will be prepared to work in 

both the research and commercial fields. You 

will also gain practical experience through a 

mandatory internship and the completion of a 

senior programming project.

As a graduate from the program you will be 

in high demand both here in Kyrgyzstan and 

abroad.  Graduates work at a diverse array of 

companies such as BiTel, Google, USAID, and 

Kumtor Gold Company, and in countries as 

far away as Ireland, Russia, Singapore, and the 

United States.



“I began teaching here part-time in 2000, then decided to work here full-time when I 
understood how much academic freedom I had here.  I also enjoy helping faculty and staff 
at the University to use information technology in teaching, because without involving 
information technology we cannot claim to be a modern, progressive university. But 
the most rewarding part for me is working with students.  We have very creative and 
hardworking students who understand the importance of independent thinking.  They 
are not only my students, they are my friends.”  

Professor Tatiana Rybina, chair of the Software Engineering Department
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Are you ready to take your knowledge of 
business to the next level?  Are you ready 
to learn what it really takes to manage a 
successful business? The MBA program at 
AUCA is widely regarded as the most rigorous 
business management-training program in 
the Kyrgyz Republic, and ranks among the 
best in Central Asia. In the program you gain 
the knowledge and practical skills to not only 
become a middle and top level manager, but 
also a visionary, ethical leader in the business 
world and in your community. The duration 
of study is defined individually depending on 
your undergraduate background.  If you enter 
with a BA in Management or Economics you 
can earn an MBA in one year. You will need 
two years if you have a BA in another field.  
You can gain practical experience in the 
AUCA Business Clinic, which is dedicated 
to developing the research and consulting 
capacity of the program’s faculty and 

Master’s in Business 
Administration (MBA)

students. Directly advised by MBA faculty 
members, you have the chance to provide free 
marketing and consulting services to local 
businesses. The MBA Program’s partnership 
with the American Chamber of Commerce 
in Kyrgyzstan will also help you learn about 
opportunities with local and international 
firms. Additionally, the program’s Board 
of Advisors, made up of ten local business 
leaders from firms such as Deloitte & Touche, 
Reemstma-Kyrgyzstan, and the International 
Business Council, provide further assistance 
in alerting students to employment 
opportunities. The vast majority of graduates 
find work immediately upon graduation, 
often with respected organizations including 
the World Bank, UNDP, OSCE, USAID, U.S. 
Embassy-Kyrgyz Republic, KPMG, Deloitte 
& Touche, Kumtor Gold Company, Coca-
Cola, Reemtsma, and Demir-Kyrgyzstan 
International Bank.

Graduate Studies



“My personal approach is to provide students with the required knowledge and business 
skills, making my courses as ‘real life’ as possible, using my own business experience. 
This supports our mission: which is to provide students with outstanding intellectual 
and practical skills for lifelong achievement.
Our professors have a wealth and depth of experience, and they have grown as a team 
with incoming international professors, providing strength and stability to the MBA 
Program. The fact that most of our courses are taught in English also seems to appeal to 
prospective students. I am truly impressed by the energy and enthusiasm of students in 
their quest for knowledge. I see this in their presentations, in their assignments, and in 
their questions every day. Our SIFE team, which consists mainly of business students, 
spends many hours in the community providing free business training for individuals 
and organizations. They teach high school pupils the principles of business as well. This 
is amazing!” 

Robert Anderson, instructor of MBA Program
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Arts and Recreational 
Sports Program
In the Arts and Recreational Sports 
Program, a non-degree granting 
program, you can truly broaden 
your perspectives. Choose to study 
the pyramids of ancient Egypt or 
the famous works of the French 
Impressionist movement; learn to play 
the national instrument of Kyrgyzstan, 
the Komuz; study vocal performance 
with a professional opera singer; perfect 
your portrait painting techniques; learn 
to play American football; or keep 
fit with regular yoga and swimming 
workouts. These elective courses 
will help you develop your musical 
and artistic talents; understand and 
appreciate the most important works of 
art, literature, and music of the world’s 
great cultures; and enhance your 
physical fitness and sport skills.  

You will be guided by highly qualified 
and experienced instructors, including 
honored artists of the Kyrgyz Republic 
and masters of sports and physical 
fitness in different fields. There are 
21 faculty members, 6 of whom are 
full-time faculty.   The program also 
provides training and support to AUCA 
sports teams representing AUCA at 
various competitions, including the 
Student Games, an annual national 
sports tournament in Kyrgyzstan. 

Courses are designed for both 
beginners and for those with some 
experience in arts and sports. 

Selected Arts  and Recreation 
Sports Courses

Arts and Music

Art of Dancing
Basics of Fine Art (Drawing, 
Painting or Portrait)
Dramatic Arts
Guitar
History of Kyrgyz Film
Komuz I, II
Singing
Treasures of World Cultures
Vocal-Instrumental Band

Sports and Physical Fitness

Aikido
American Football
Basketball
Body-Building
Corrective Gymnastics and 
Massage
Football
Swimming
Volleyball
Yoga

“Learning about the great cultures of the 
world is very important for everyone. 
First, culture is the international language. 
Culture gives a unique opportunity for 
people to experience many lives, and even 
many civilizations. Second, we are an elite 
university and we should prepare elite 
students who are not only specialists in 
one area, but citizens of the world as well.  
Third, culture and the arts bring us joy 
and happiness and cultivate our soul. Arts 
in general speak to the soul, and in our 
rational, pragmatic, scientific age, the arts 
have added meaning and importance.  To 
learn how to enjoy the arts and culture is 
the goal of the Treasures of World Cultures 
course.” 

Natalia Burchik, instructor of the 
Treasures of World Cultures series

Supporting Programs
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From the Arts to Foreign Languages to the Sciences:  broadening perspectives, enriching the soul.

Modern Foreign 
Languages
Do you want to work in the fast-paced 
business environment of Frankfurt, 
Tokyo, Seoul, or Beijing? Do you want to 
study art in Florence or Barcelona? Do 
you want to study the ancient historical 
wonders of Turkey? Do you want to 
work for an international organization 
in French-speaking Africa?  Well, 
you have to learn the local language. 
Becoming fluent in a foreign language 
not only opens many more professional 
opportunities for you in today’s global 
labor market, language learning 
deepens your cultural understanding 
and appreciation for the great diversity 
that exists both here at AUCA and 
beyond Central Asia. Languages are an 
essential component of the liberal arts 
education offered at AUCA.

In addition to studying in the English, 
Kyrgyz, and Russian programs, you can 
also choose to study Arabic, Chinese, 
German, French, Italian, Japanese, 
Korean, Spanish, or Turkish. All the 
languages are taught on three levels. 
Each level lasts one year. Classes are 
conducted three times a week for 
students at the advanced level, and 
three times a week for beginners and 
intermediates. These courses help 
you quickly acquire practical skills 
in listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing.  If you studied a language 
outside AUCA, you may be placed 
in a higher-level course by passing a 
placement exam.

English Language 
Program
As an AUCA graduate, you will be 
highly sought after by employers, not 
just because of your record of academic 
excellence and demonstrated leadership 
skills, but also for your excellent 
English language skills.  The English 
Language Program at AUCA helps to 
ensure that you will graduate with a 
high level of English proficiency to 
improve your competitiveness in the 
labor market. The program also offers a 
minor in Interpretation and Translation.  
Employment opportunities in this field 
have been expanding rapidly, both 
nationally and internationally.

The dedicated faculty, which includes 
several native English speakers, will 
help you deepen your understanding 
of the language through a number 
of intensive writing, grammar, and 
British and American literature 
courses. In addition, courses focus 
on the linguistic, psychological and 
sociological aspects of language.  Also, 
you can take several TOEFL preparation 
courses to give you an extra advantage 
when applying for graduate programs.

“I like teaching at AUCA because I can be 
myself. I can challenge myself as I challenge 
my students.  We are not here to just correct 
mistakes, but to push students to recognize 
their own mistakes and really become 
independent thinkers. That’s what a liberal 
arts education is all about: it gives students 
the tools to create rich, rewarding lives for 
themselves.”
  
Lance Tillman, instructor of English 
language

Kyrgyz Language 
Program
Since the Kyrgyz Republic gained 
its independence in 1991, the Kyrgyz 
language has enjoyed resurgence as the 
people of Kyrgyzstan seek to reclaim 
their cultural and national identity. 
In many areas of the country Kyrgyz 
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has resumed its role as the primary 
language.  Kyrgyz language is the 
future of the country, and the need 
for future generations to be bilingual 
is certain. As part of the language 
learning process, students gain 
invaluable insight into various aspects 
of the rich history and culture of the 
Kyrgyz people.

The Kyrgyz Language Program aims 
to help students, who graduated from 
both Russian language and Kyrgyz 
language schools, to gain a strong 
command of the Kyrgyz Language, as 
well as to build and systematize writing 
and speaking skills for a variety of 
communication scenarios.  

Russian Language 
Program
Russian remains one of the primary 
languages of business and government 
in much of Central Asia, and 
professional success here and in Russia 
depends on a deep understanding of 
the language. The dedicated and highly 
qualified faculty employ intensive 
curriculum and active teaching 
methodologies, demanding much from 
their students.  As a result, students 
establish a solid foundation in Russian, 
which allows rapid advancement in 
their skill level.

Students at AUCA who graduated from 
non-Russian high schools must take 
several courses in Russian.  Depending 
on their skill level in the Russian 
language, students can take courses on 
practical spoken Russian and writing 
in academic Russian, as well as an 
elective course on the culture of written 
Russian.  Students in the Preparatory

“We came here as exchange students for one 
year from Kyung Hee University in South 
Korea to study Russian language.  We 
heard that the University was very famous 
throughout Central Asia.  The professors 
and lectures are very good.  There are 
very few students in each class compared 
to South Korea.  We get a lot of personal 
attention here.”

Jina Park and Young-Gi Hong, South 
Korean students of Russian language

Program may also reinforce and deepen 
their knowledge gained in high school. 
International students with little or no 
experience with Russian can choose 
from two tracks of study, which can 
last from one to four years.  Novice 
speakers can take courses as part of the 
Preparatory Program.

Students who graduated from Russian 
high schools in CIS countries must 
choose to pursue further studies in the 
Russian or Kyrgyz languages.  Russian 
courses offered cover practical topics 
including business writing, public 
speaking, oral culture and traditions, 
writing and editing, normative 
grammar, and literary stylistics.  In 
addition, students can take a unique 
business correspondence course in 
Russian and English developed jointly 
by instructors from the Russian and 
English language programs.

Natural Sciences 
and Information 
Technologies Program 
(NSIT)

Unravel the secrets of DNA in a class 
on genetics. Realize the fragile balance 
of life on earth in the global ecology 
class and learn about ways to sustain 
this balance in a class on environmental 
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protection. These exciting general 
education science courses open your 
mind to the complexities of the natural 
world and help prepare you for 
advanced courses in your chosen field. 
The NSIT Program serves to strengthen 
the natural science component of the 
liberal education offered at AUCA.  
The NSIT Department includes the 
Computer Sciences Department and 
the Applied Math Department. The 
Computer Sciences Department offers 
the Software Engineering Program as 
well as general education courses in 
computer science. The Applied Math 
Department offers required and elective 
courses for all AUCA students. 

Preparatory Program
 
Not every secondary school graduate 
with a strong desire to earn an 
education at AUCA has the level of 
language and study skills necessary to 
pass the AUCA entrance examinations 
(TOEFL, Math, Essay, and Interview).  
To give such hard-working students the 
chance to study and excel at AUCA, we 
have created the Preparatory Program 
to provide you with the critical skills 
necessary to pass the AUCA entrance 
examinations and perform university 
level work; to help you gain the 
knowledge and confidence to stand out 
from the crowd; and to assist you in 
developing tools for success in life.

An initial interview helps us determine 
your learning needs.  Students then 
enroll in personally-tailored programs, 
including courses such as English as a 
Second Language, Academic English, 
TOEFL Preparation, Mathematics, Basic 
Computer Skills, Russian as a Foreign 
Language, and Study Skills.  This is a 
one-year program, but for students with 
an elementary knowledge of English, a 
two-year program is usually suggested. 
The curriculum consists of 15-18 credit 
hours (10-12 classes a week) of English, 
depending on the student’s level of 
proficiency.

There is a daytime program for 
students who have already graduated 
from high school and are seeking 
admission to AUCA, and an afternoon 
program for students who are still in 
high school, usually seniors.  Daytime 
students have classes from 8 a.m. till 4 
p.m., while afternoon students attend 
classes from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

An academic counselor assigned to 
you helps you prepare specifically for 
the University program you wish to 
enter the following year. And, every 
program participant has access to 
AUCA’s numerous additional resources, 
including the library, the computer labs, 
sports programs, clubs, and activities. 
Preparatory students truly experience 
university life at AUCA, and gain the 
knowledge and skills they need to 

join AUCA full-time.  Upon successful 
completion of the preparatory program, 
students are awarded a certificate of 
proficiency. 

Summer School
AUCA Summer School offers you a 
special opportunity to gain additional 
training and earn credits required for 
graduation.  AUCA Summer School 
is a five-week academic program, 
which begins in early June and ends 
after the first week of July. AUCA 
Summer School is open for full-time 
and part-time AUCA students, alumni, 
Consortium Exchange Program 
students, and students from other 
universities and offers a selection of 
courses in more than 10 fields of social 
sciences. Small class sizes enable you to 
work one-to-one with your professors. 
The language of instruction is English 
and Russian.
 
Registration for AUCA Summer School 
enrollment begins in the second week 
of May and lasts two weeks. Summer 
School students are allowed to enroll 
for credits only, no auditing is allowed. 
Standard academic load is 6 credits 
maximum.  AUCA Summer School 
uses the AUCA grading system, so 
full-time and part-time AUCA students 
will have their grades included on their 
transcripts. 
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AUCA Library
 
One of the greatest skills you can 
learn today is the ability to know 
what information you need and how 
to find it.  The dedicated library staff 
will help you gain the critical skills to 
explore a whole world of online, print, 
or multimedia information. With over 
75,000 volumes of books and periodicals 
in print and electronic format, in 
addition to a growing collection of 
audio/visual resources, the library 
plays a crucial role in the informational 
support of your education and research 
needs. The staff strives to provide the 
most up-to-date titles, journals, and 
reference materials in the humanities 
and the social and technical sciences. 

Open seven days a week, the library 
aims to provide easy access to 
information and resources for students, 
faculty, and staff of the University 
through its online electronic catalog 
and nearly a dozen online databases 
and reference sources, like EBSCO, 
Springer, Columbia University Press 
databases, Oxford Reference Online, 
and Cambridge Journals Online, to 
name a few.  The library also provides 
frequent training sessions for all 
students and faculty on effective 
research strategies and bibliographic 
projects.

Several international organizations 
support the library to replenish its 
resources and collections. Library 
partners include the Open Society 
Institute, Indiana University, the SABRE 
Foundation, the U.S. Embassy-Kyrgyz 
Republic, and the World Bank. The 
library also founded the Kyrgyzstan 
Library Information Consortium in 
2003.
  

“We are very proud of our library staff. 
Because of their high professional level 
and creativity we can implement many 
services for our students, such as electronic 
circulation, book reserving, new book 
exhibitions, and consulting services. We 
update our library website regularly. We 
also started the ‘Ask a Librarian’ service to 
answer your questions 24 hours a day. Our 
librarians are always happy to help you.” 

Sania Battalova, head of the Library

Business Clinic
 
The AUCA Business Clinic is dedicated 
to developing the research and 
consulting capacity of the MBA and 
Business Administration Programs’ 
faculty and students. Directly advised 
by MBA faculty, you will provide free 
marketing and consulting services to 
local businesses. The Business Clinic 
constantly seeks opportunities to 
bridge theory and practice and provide 
students with real-life business skills. 
 
Involvement in real business projects 
will allow MBA and Business 
Administration students to enter 
the workforce with a broad base of  
theoretical knowledge and practical 
skills to confidently approach real-
life business challenges. In addition,  
students acquire valuable contacts with 
local businesses opening more doors 
after graduation. 
 
Although the Business Clinic is 
primarily intended to help Business 
students acquire practical skills, it 
remains open for all AUCA students 
who express a strong desire to 
participate. It also serves as a forum 
to enable faculty members to conduct 
research and develop case studies 
based on local business situations. In an 
effort to prepare students to effectively 
function in the business environment of 

Resources
Giving You the Right Tools to Pursue Learning and Shape Your Career
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Central Asia, the Business Clinic strives 
to become a clearinghouse for local 
business knowledge. 

Career Center
 
It’s a competitive world out there, and 
while attending AUCA will help you 
stand out from the crowd, you will 
gain even greater control over your 
destiny when you take advantage of the 
guidance, services, and events offered 
by the AUCA Career Center. It is never 
too early to begin thinking about your 
career, and the passionate staff of the 
AUCA Career Center will help you 
prepare for life after graduation.  

The Career Center provides the 
latest information, techniques, and 
support necessary for you to make 
the right career choices based on a 
thorough assessment of your own 
skills, attributes, and goals, and 
a realistic understanding of the 
requirements and demands of the 
employment marketplace.  The Career 
Center sponsors events like Career 
Exploration Day, the only event of its 
kind in the Kyrgyz Republic, which 
focuses on specific career opportunities 
for students in each program at 
AUCA.  These events bring students 
together with employers to learn about 
professional realities and what it takes 
to excel in the real world. 

The Career Center provides a range of 
services that no other university career 
center in the Kyrgyz Republic can offer. 
The diversity of events we arrange for our 
students is also impressive. And, we offer 
semester-long courses on career planning 
and development both in English and 
Russian. But the most important thing is 
that we share our knowledge and experience 
to help students realize how to choose their 
paths and how to achieve their goals.” 
 
Lira Juraeva, director of the AUCA 
Career Center

Computer Services
With over 300 computers and online 
access points throughout the University, 
you will have a variety of options when 
you need to complete assignments, 
conduct online research, or check email.  
AUCA students receive their own 

network account and email address.  
The Computer Services and Network 
Department (CSND) not only keeps the 
University network up and running 24 
hours a day, they also readily provide 
technical support to students, faculty, 
and staff from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
weekends.  The department constantly 
upgrades hardware and software at 
workstations throughout the University, 
allowing everyone in the AUCA 
community to improve productivity 
and effectiveness. Wireless Internet 
(WiFi) connection is now available in 
Cafe Bravo.

Critical Thinking 
Laboratory

The Critical Thinking Laboratory, the 
only one of its kind in Kyrgyzstan, 
was established in 1999 to develop and 
integrate the philosophical foundations 
and practical applications of the 
“Reading and Writing for Critical 
Thinking” (RWCT) Program into all 
academic programs at AUCA.  The goal 
of the laboratory is to help shape a new 
generation of citizens who are creative, 
critical, entrepreneurial, and flexible 
thinkers by constant improvement of 
relevant, challenging curriculum and 
interactive, student-centered teaching 
methodologies.  
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Activities that advance critical thinking 
include thematic roundtables and 
workshops on developing critical 
thinking skills for students,
seminars for RWCT Program trainers, 
and publication of manuals and 
guidebooks for students and teachers.

Through these and other research 
activities, the program seeks to 
contribute to the growing dialogue 
on critical thinking both on and 
off campus.  Project partners of 
the laboratory include the Soros 
Foundation, the Aga Khan Foundation, 
Peace Corps, the Democratic Education 
Center, Save the Children, Academy 
for Educational Development, ACCELS, 
and several other local NGOs and 
journals.

Legal Clinic
Do you want to know what it’s like 
to represent a client in a real court? If 
you are a senior student in the Law 
Program, you can gain invaluable 
experience providing legal advice 
and assistance to members of the 
community while working under the 
careful supervision of experienced 
lawyers. In conjunction with the 
AUCA Law Department, the Legal 
Clinic offers students, staff, and the 
Bishkek community free legal advice 
and assistance. The Legal Clinic 

demonstrates AUCA’s commitment to 
community service and to training high 
quality lawyers to serve Kyrgyzstan 
and Central Asia. The clinic provides 
assistance in the following areas: civil 
law, labor law, family law, inheritance 
law, criminal law, and business law.  
Services include advising, letter 
writing, legal document drafting, and 
client representation both in the court 
of law and in actions with government 
departments.
 

“Our department has some courses that 
are not offered at other schools - legal skills, 
moot court, advocacy, and legal clinic - all 
very skills-based courses.  And working 
in our Legal Clinic, students write legal 
opinions and memos, interview clients, 
and defend indigent clients.  It’s not just a 
chance for our students to represent clients, 
but also a chance to serve the community.” 

Kamila Mateeva, instructor of Law

Psychology Lab

In the Psychology Lab, you have a 
chance to not only gain invaluable 
practical experience in the field, you 
will also study under the guidance of 
one of the most prominent psychology 
experts in the CIS and beyond, 
Professor Aron Brudnyi, head of the 
Psychology Lab.  The Lab supports 
the research activity of Psychology 
studentsand faculty, assists and 
enriches  the teaching of psychology at 
AUCA, and contributes to the body of 
knowledge in the field of psychology. 

Staff and students working in the 
lab regularly participate in scientific 
conferences and contribute to scientific 
publications in the field.  With grant 
support from the Soros Foundation, 
the Psychology Lab researched and 
produced the CD-ROM Man and Society.  
A number of other publications have 
been released in collaboration with the 
AUCA Critical Thinking Laboratory.  
The lab has also collaborated with 
the National Academy of Science of 
the Kyrgyz Republic and Moscow 
State University.  Other supporting 
organizations include the Friedrich 
Ebert Foundation, the Aitmatov 
Foundation, and the Foundation of 
Educational Initiatives.
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Social Research Center
One of AUCA’s primary functions 
is to generate new knowledge that 
benefits the surrounding community 
and all of Central Asia.  Get involved 
in the projects and frequent roundtable 
discussions of the Social Research 
Center (SRC) and get close to the 
leading edge of social policy research 
and debate in the region.  The SRC 
aims to support and strengthen the 
research and analytical capacity of 
AUCA faculty and students in order 
to produce high quality research and 
publications, organize interdisciplinary 
studies and scholarly conferences, 
promote networking, and expand 
research opportunities both for faculty 
and students. The SRC also aims to 
improve and contribute to the policy-
making process in Kyrgyzstan by 
carrying out public policy analysis; 
proposing alternative solutions to 
current problems; fostering substantive 
policy dialogue between government, 
academia, civil society, business, and 
the public; as well as spreading ideas 
and practices of good governance, 
market economy, and social cohesion.

Target areas of research include 
social development, international 
relations, immigration, economic 
development, regional integration, and 
youth.  To explore these areas from 

all perspectives, the SRC regularly 
hosts visiting research scholars, 
guest speakers, forums, roundtables, 
workshops, online discussions, 
conferences, and videoconferences. 
The Open Society Institute, the Soros 
Foundation, USAID, UNICEF, DFID, 
the U.S. Embassy-Kyrgyz Republic, 
Winrock International, and the 
Academy for Educational Development 
have all partnered with the SRC to help 
advance social research in the Kyrgyz 
Republic.

TV Studio

Only a few universities in Kyrgyzstan 
can boast of having a TV Studio 
fully-equipped with modern video 
production equipment. At AUCA you 
have the exciting opportunity to get 
behind the camera and gain practical 
experience in contemporary mass 
media production as you film your 
own news, commercials, and feature 
programs.  You can learn a broad 
array of skills, from commentary and 
video production, script editing and 
on-screen performance to TV station 
management.  The TV Studio also has 
its own film studio, called the “Green 
Room,” where students can learn the 
basics of studio film production.

“The aim of the University is not only 
to transfer knowledge, but to create new 
knowledge, to find new solutions.  This 
is the benefit of having an active research 
center like the SRC at AUCA; it is closely 
tied to AUCA’s mission and greatly 
contributes to the learning environment 
here.  We also have visiting research fellows 
from the United States and Europe, who 
teach and work with students.  And we try 
to involve students in research, especially 
with data gathering.”  

Aida Alymbaeva, director of the SRC
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Get Involved
There is a wealth of opportunities at 
AUCA to take a break from the rigors 
of academics and truly experience a 
liberal arts education by leading a well-
rounded life outside of the classroom.  
There are a multitude of extracurricular 
activities, clubs, sports, and events for 
you to build lasting friendships, explore 
your creativity, develop your leadership 
skills, balance your responsibilities, 
improve your physical health, and 
generally contribute to the richness of 
life at AUCA and in the community.

Student Affairs Office
The Student Affairs Office plays 
an integral role in student life by 
coordinating all extracurricular 
activities and helping to shape cultural 
life at AUCA. Volunteering at the 
office provides a great opportunity 
to gain practical organizational and 
leadership skills while making a big 
impact on cultural life at AUCA.  The 
office works with all AUCA offices and 
departments in overseeing the planning 
and execution of special cultural and 
sporting events, liaising with the 
student senate, registering all student 
clubs, managing student conflicts, and 
advocating on behalf of students in 
discussions with the administration. 
The office also informs the student 

body about cultural events and 
excursions beyond campus, in addition 
to designing promotional materials and 
providing technical support to special 
events and productions.

“The Student Affairs Office tries to provide 
students with unlimited opportunities to 
do what they want, from Radio Club to 
Amnesty Club to SIFE. You may choose to 
organize a charity for the underprivileged. 
You may compete in a debate competition.  
Five years ago, I was responsible for 
organizing all the events, Halloween, etc. 
Now, we have a tradition where the students 
organize them on their own.  Sometimes 
students propose ideas to us and ask for 
support, and I never say ‘no.’  It’s not a big 
deal to find money if you have a good idea.  
There is a lot of money out in the world, but 
not a lot of good ideas.”  

Nikolay Shulgin, Dean of Students

Student Senate

While nearly every extracurricular 
activity provides a chance for AUCA 
students to assume leadership roles, the 
Student Senate presents an opportunity 
for students to learn about civics and 
ethics, build character, and discover 
the meaning of consensus-building 
and teamwork, all while participating 
in a truly democratic institution.  
Once elected by their fellow students, 
senators work to define and secure 
students’ rights, provide for the 
welfare of the whole student body, 
insure student participation in general 
governance of AUCA, and represent 
students’ interests in the administrative, 
academic, and extracurricular spheres.

Special Events

There is no shortage of festive events, 
performances, and contests throughout 
the year for AUCA students to exhibit 
their dramatic flair, flaunt their musical 
prowess, reveal their comic genius, 
share their artistic side, show their 
appreciation for staff and faculty, and 
generally display their AUCA spirit.  
Under the guidance of the Student 
Affairs Office, students have a chance 
to actively participate in popular 
annual events like Orientation Week, 
Spirit Week, Freshman Initiation, 

Student Life
A Chance to Shine Outside the Classroom
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Professor’s Day, Family Day, St. 
Valentine’s Day, and April Fool’s Day, 
among many others.  AUCA students 
have a reputation for their dramatic and 
comedic skills on the stage, and with 
so many opportunities to sharpen their 
skills, it’s easy to see why.

“I am very proud of the ‘Donkey Bridge’ 
Junior Ball, a very fancy new tradition we 
started. We did it on our own, and it was 
very successful. It really marks a milestone 
in the student’s career, the halfway point 
in a sense.  This was the first formal 
dance here at AUCA. I won the waltzing 
competition.  It was free for students, and 
it featured great musicians, fireworks, and 
a cool disco. It was a beautiful mixture of 
students’ preferences for an event. Most 
of our students had never experienced 
anything like this.”

Mirbek Karybaev ‘07, International and 
Comparative Politics

Student Clubs 

A multitude of special interest clubs 
rounds out the vast menu of activities 
for you to choose from at AUCA.  These 
clubs not only add another way to meet 
friends, they testify to the amazing 
diversity of talents and perspectives 
of the AUCA student body.  You can 
follow familiar pursuits, or leave your 
comfort zone and explore new areas 
of interest.  You can gain practical 
skills and experience to enhance 
your academic studies, broaden your 
horizons, and find new ways to engage 
the community and the world around 
you. You can join clubs focused on 
human rights, social service, politics, 
dance, radio broadcasting, web design, 
theatre, comedy, entrepreneurship, 
religion, law, poetry, debate, cultural 
diversity, extreme sports, rock music, 
and more.  Or, if you have a good idea, 
you can start your own club!

Several clubs have helped put AUCA 
on the map.  The Students in Free 
Enterprise (SIFE) Club has gained 
regional acclaim for winning numerous 
business competitions over the past few 
years and has competed several times 
in the United States and Europe.  KVN, 
or Klub Visyolih y Nahochivy (club of the 
clever and resourceful), harnesses the 
improvisational and comedic talents 
of AUCA students to devise humorous 

skits, performances, and practical jokes. 
AUCA’s KVN team has fared very 
well in competitions across the region, 
attesting to the humor and creativity of 
our students.

“I joined the Debut Drama Club freshman 
year, and our performances were very 
popular. Sophomore year we were paid to 
go down to Batken and Osh to help promote 
the UN Millenium Development Goals with 
songs, plays and games. Without Debut 
Club I would never have traveled to those 
parts of the country.

This club also brought me so many friends 
that I would not have met otherwise.  It also 
helped me in my studies.  I had to complete 
all of my academic responsibilities before 
4pm; after that I could focus on my passion, 
theater.  As a result, my grades remained 
very strong.” 

Alona Logvinienko ‘09, Journalism
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With just over 1000 AUCA alumni living 
around the world, the graduates of AUCA 
are a distinguished group that is making 
a positive impact professionally, academi-
cally, and in their communities. With a 
reputation for possessing strong leader-
ship, critical thinking, and English lan-
guage skills, and for having the discipline 
to tackle challenges with integrity and 
vigor, AUCA graduates are highly prized 
by local and international employers alike.  
Approximately 95% of all AUCA graduates 
have secured employment after complet-
ing their studies.  

AUCA graduates work at many of the top 
local and international organizations in 
the Kyrgyz Republic, as well as at many 
well-known organizations around the 
world.  AUCA alumni utilize their lead-

Life After

ership and analytical skills in positions 
of great responsibility in the public and 
private spheres as presidents, directors, 
program managers, economists, consul-
tants, financial analysts, auditors, editors, 
lawyers, software engineers, researchers, 
and even board members.

Many AUCA alumni advance their profes-
sional development and fulfill their love 
of lifelong learning by continuing their 
academic pursuits at graduate school.  
AUCA graduates are welcomed into some 
of the finest graduate institutions around 
the world to pursue advanced degrees in 
economics, business, foreign language, 
international relations, law, political sci-
ence, American studies, European studies, 
environmental studies, journalism, public 
policy, medicine, etc.  

Realizing Dreams and Staying Connected

Graduates Make their Mark on the World



From left to right: 
Maksat Tynaev ‘04, International and Compar-
ative Politics (ICP); Abdujalil Abdurasulov ‘04, 
ICP; Mohira Suyarkulova ‘05, ICP; and Elina 
Karakulova ‘05, Journalism.  Four AUCA alum-
ni reunite in Scotland while taking a break 
from their graduate studies at the University of 
Edinburgh, London School of Economics and 
Politics, University of St. Andrew’s, and Cen-
tral European University, respectively.
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The Alumni Association strives to connect 

graduates living and working all across the 

globe, as well as strengthen their relationship 

with their alma mater via regional alumni 

chapters, career and networking events, 

fund-raising, reunions, charitable programs, 

and leadership recognition. A vibrant and 

responsive network greatly benefits alumni 

in terms of social support and professional 

development.  In addition, a strong alumni 

community shows current students that 

AUCA is not just for college days alone.  They 

will realize that the dividends of joining the 

AUCA community will pay off long after 

graduation.

The establishment of five new alumni chap-

ters (Almaty, Beijing, London, Moscow, and 

Washington, DC) highlights some of the new 

developments.  The popular AUCA Annual 

Reunion attracted more than 200 alumni and 

Alumni Association

friends in 2006, and the first ever Five-Year 

Reunion was a great success for the Class of 

2001.  The Alumni Association also sponsors 

several career development events every year 

for students and alumni to improve their 

job-hunting skills and introduce them to a 

multitude of employers and career tracks.  

The Alumni Association also focuses on giv-

ing: giving back to the University, and giving 

back to the community.  Alumni and friends 

of the University gave more than ever before 

in 2006, helping to ensure a bright future 

of quality, cutting-edge liberal arts educa-

tion for the best young minds of the region.  

The Alumni Association also helps current 

students and alumni reach out to the most 

needy in the community by organizing cloth-

ing and supply drives for local orphanages 

and retirement homes.  

“Having studied at 
AUCA and knowing the 
atmosphere of passion, 
and genuine interest 
in positively impacting 
the community gives 
me confidence that the 
Alumni Association 
is the right partner 
for our initiative. 
AUCA students and 
alumni are dynamic, 
highly motivated, 
and forthright. I 
am confident that 
distribution of these 
donations is in the 
right hands. I was very 
pleased to learn that the 
Alumni Association is 
expanding this idea by 
getting more AUCA 
alumni to support the 
initiative.” 

Nazira Sopieva 
‘99, Business 
Administration, 
founder of the charity 
Umai: Help for 
Kyrgyzstan, based in 
Germany
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Graduate  Spotlight
The London AUCA Alumni chapter can add one more outstanding alumni 

to their ranks since Tolgonai arrived to pursue a master’s degree in Devel-

opment Studies at the renowned London School of Economics and Political 

Science (LSE).  As soon as Tolganai arrived in London, she realized the re-

wards of all her hard work and training. “London makes you feel that you 

are walking through the pages of a history book,” said Tolgonai. 

Upon graduating from AUCA, Tolgonai dove headfirst into the field of 

social research and development work, experience that will prove invalu-

able in her pursuit of a degree in Development Studies at LSE.  She began 

working at the social research company, SIAR-Bishkek, as a qualitative 

research specialist, then getting involved in conducting marketing and 

social research. After that she joined a research project on good governance 

and poverty linkages commissioned by UN Headquarters and the Dutch 

government, then in the last two years she worked as the National Coor-

dinator for Citizens Against Corruption, a leading human rights NGO. 

Finally, in 2005 she was able to take some time off to join the OSCE/ODIHR 

Election Observation Mission to Kyrgyzstan during the Parliamentary and 

Presidential Elections of that year.

  

Tolgonai recalled how much she wanted to study at AUCA, and she credits 

AUCA for preparing her to be a thoughtful, critical student and citizen. 

“AUCA didn’t disappoint me.  It was worth all the hard work,” she con-

fessed. “AUCA taught me one essential skill: how to learn. It encompasses 

many other skills like making arguments, conducting research, posing 

questions, etc. I am where I am because our teachers believed in us, be-

lieved in our success. They gave us inspiration and equipped us with tools 

that we would need in the future.”

Tolgonai Berdikeyeva, ’02
International and Comparative Politics
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Though Rashid graduated in 2005, he also has wasted no time diving into 

a career in the high tech industry.  At present Rashid is living thousands 

of miles away from his home in Uzbekistan in order to receive training 

in the Associate Sales Program of Cisco Systems, Inc., located in Amster-

dam, Netherlands. This 11-month intensive program will prepare Rashid 

to assume the position of Account Manager at the Cisco Systems office in 

Uzbekistan when he returns in July of 2007.  

Prior to joining Cisco Systems, Rashid held a position as the IPSAS (Inter-

national Public Sector Accounting Standards) Implementation Group Assis-

tant for the USAID/Bearing Point, Inc./Economic Policy Reform Project. The 

goal of his group was to implement IPSAS standards into the state sector 

system of accounting. Rashid also worked as a Tax Consultant Assistant 

for the Tax Department in Aiten Group, Ltd.  His responsibilities included 

providing assistance in tax consultation to local and international clients.  

Rashid’s long-term goals include earning an MBA degree, but he’ll wait to 

see how his career with Cisco Systems progresses. In addition, he loves to 

travel and wants to see many parts of the world, and hopes his position 

with Cisco Systems will allow him to do just that.  

Rashid credits AUCA for helping build his self-confidence and indepen-

dence.  And he urges all students to become actively involved in as many 

extracurricular activities as they can.  Rashid says, “Get involved in student 

government, drama (Nikolay Shulgin is the best!), and most of all, the KVN 

Team.  This was so much fun before the competition, and especially after-

wards.  Be as active as possible!”

Rashid Ivaev ’05, 
Economics

Graduate  Spotlight
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Currently, Asel lives in Topeka, Kansas and works full-time for a real estate 

development company. She also owns an escrow company and recently set 

up another company for real estate development projects.  She is finishing 

accounting coursework to qualify to take the Certified Public Accountant 

(CPA) exam, and is also enrolled in the MBA program at Washburn Univer-

sity.  

  

Asel dedicates whatever spare time she has as a member of several indus-

try and community organizations.  In fact, this year Asel was awarded the 

YWCA Woman of Excellence Award in the Woman Entrepreneur category. 

The award is given each year to one professional woman who has made 

significant contributions in her chosen field and has promoted positive atti-

tudes and high morale in the work place, provided assistance to help other 

women to achieve, and in general served as a role model for young women.

Asel attributes this award to her early experiences at AUCA, especially her 

involvement with SIFE, when she “tasted the spirit of entrepreneurship.” 

Her SIFE team won three national titles in a row and visited the United 

States twice for competitions. Also, she says the opportunity to be associ-

ated with the best school and to be one of the best students gave her a lot 

of confidence and instilled a desire to strive for the best. In addition to 

her goals of earning an MBA and several management certifications, Asel 

wants to, in her words, “become a leader in the global community, and a 

role-model for younger women to encourage them to never settle due to 

social expectations, but instead follow their passions, goals, and dreams 

because if they believe it, they can achieve it.”

Asel Mukeyeva ’99, 
Business Administration

Graduate  Spotlight
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Apply
Start Your Future Now

Tuition: The Best Value for Your Money
AUCA stands out among private institutions of higher learning in the CIS, East Asia, Europe, and the United States 
as the best educational value for the money.  Full tuition students from the Kyrgyz Republic and the CIS pay around 
$2000 per year.  Students from outside the CIS pay just over $3800.  Housing expenses for each student average 
around $50 per month (for shared housing), while food and living expenses average around $150 per month.  The 
approximate total annual cost of attendance for full tuition students from outside Bishkek, the CIS, and Afghanistan 
is around $4500, while approximate the cost for students from outside the CIS is under $6000 per year. In addition to 
the relatively low cost of living in Bishkek, the combination of a low teacher to student ratio and the high quality of 
education makes the most sense for your academic and financial future.

Tuition Levels for 2007-08 (Kyrgyz soms)* 
AUCA Program Kyrgyz Republic Commonwealth of Independent States 

(CIS) and Afghanistan
International (Outside the CIS)

Preparatory 65,300 72,000 82,900
Undergraduate 81,650 85,800 159,100
Graduate 85,800 90,000 167,450

*The tuition fee in USD is based on the exchange rate as of February 24, 2007:  1 USD = 38.3907 Kyrgyz soms. Current official 
exchange can be found at www.nbkr.kg

Financial Aid: Giving All Young Minds a Chance
Higher education is one of the best investments one can make in the increasingly competitive global labor market.  
Unfortunately, not everyone with the intelligence, the talent, and the discipline can afford high quality education to-
day, no matter what part of the world you live in.  AUCA firmly believes that the next generation of leaders must be 
made up of the best and most determined students from all walks of life, not just those who can afford the high cost 
of education.  For this reason, AUCA provides financial aid to 74.5% of its students.  Students are awarded scholar-
ships based on academic merit, extracurricular achievements, and financial need.  Scholarship awards range from 
$200 to $1,700 per year. 

A student can demonstrate merit based on a high score on admissions examinations (TOEFL score of 500 and 
higher), on academic performance throughout the year (minimum GPA of 3.2), or on demonstrated leadership and 
involvement in AUCA life outside the classroom.  Financial need is determined by tax declarations and other finan-
cial records.  Please visit the financial aid page of the AUCA website for further details and forms. 
http://www.auca.kg/admissions/financial_aid

International students from within and outside the CIS are encouraged to research and apply for foreign-study 
scholarships available in their home countries.  International students are also encouraged to look into scholarships 
provided by international organizations such as the Soros Foundation. http://www.soros.org




